


e a 
, 
‘ 


Lam 











The. 


hs 











OR a gift of one hundred dollars to Saint Christopher's 

Inn to feed the many homeless men who seek its hospi- 

tality, the Graymoor Friars will send you a Meal Bond. 
It is really a certificate for a set of Gregorian Masses, which 
is given by the Friars in appreciation for the donor’s evidence 
of love and devotion to Graymoor. A set of Gregorian Masses 
(thirty Masses said on consecutive days for a departed person) 
will be offered for the donor at death, for every hundred 
dollars given. 


GREGORIAN MASSES—The Gregorian Masses are thirty 
Masses said on thirty consecutive days for a deceased person. 
From very early times the faithful have piously believed that 
God will free from Purgatory the soul for whom the Gre- 
gorian Masses have been offered, at the intercession of St. 
Gregory. The practice was begun by St. Gregory himself when 
he had thirty Masses offered on thirty consecutive days for the 
soul of Justus, a Roman monk. Later Justus appeared to his 
brother and to his physician, and announced his deliverance 
from Purgatory through the merits of the Masses. St. Gregory 
was further inspired regarding the efficacy of these thirty 
Masses, and recommended the practice on many occasions. 
The Gregorian Masses are offered for deceased persons only, 
and exclusively for the repose of one designated soul. 
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RESERVED GREGORIAN MASSES—By “Reserved Gregorian 
Masses” is meant that a person makes arrangements to have 
the Masses offered for the repose of his soul after death. This 
is a prudent and laudable practice, because it is an insurance 
against neglect or delay on the part of relatives or friends. 


Our Divine Lord reminds us to: 


‘Lay not up to yourselves the treasures on earth where the rust and 
moth consume and where thieves break through and steal. But lay up to 
yourselves treasures in heaven where neither the rust nor moth 
consume, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. For where 
thy treasure is, there is thy heart also.” Matthew VI:19-21 


And in describing the last and great day he says: 


“And when the Son of man shall come in his majesty, and all the 
angels with n, then shall he sit upon the seat of his majesty. And all 
nations shall be gathered together before h and he shall separate 
them one from another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the 
goats. And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his 
left. Then shall the king say to them that shall be on his right hand: 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess you the gdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. For I was h zave 
at: I was thirsty, and you gave me to d 

»%k me in: Naked, and you covered m 
me: I was in prison, and you came to me. Then shall the just answer 
him, saying: Lord, when did we see thee hungry and fed thee: thirsty 
and gave thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger 
thee in? Or naked and covered thee? Or when did we see thee sick or 
in prison and came to thee? And the king answering shall say to them: 
Amen I say to you, as long as you did it to one of these my least 
brethren, you did it to me.” Matthew XXV:31-40 
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Send bond subscriptions to the Father General, Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
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THIS MONTH 
Chrismas Greetings 


Editing a magazine is a peculiar 
sort of business. In order to have 
the magazine out on time, or at least 
approximately on time, vou have to 
advance. So 
middle ot 


working on our 


work on it months in 
even though this is the 
October, we are 
December issue now. In fact, we 
will start to print it within the next 
week or ten davs 

Phat’s a 


had to work ourself into a mood 


long introduction, but we 


As we look out the window and 
the leaves still on the 
little hard to get ourself to picture 
sleigh bells and Xmas Greet 
ings. But, when we sit back and 
think just a bit how good all of ow 
loval Lampe readers have been to us 
during the past vear, the difficulty 
vanishes, 

And so from all of us at Gray- 
from the Father General 
down, to all of you a Very Happy 
and Holy Christmas and New Year. 

In preparation tor Christmas, and 
in thanksgiving after Christmas, we 
have special Novenas and commu- 


trees, it Is a 


snow, 


moor, 


nity prayers. We assure you that we 
will remember you in all these de- 
votions that the Christ Child may 
give you abundantly of this joy and 
peace and health and prosperity. 


7 7 7 7 


Christ in Christmas 

During the past 15 or 20 years, 
a great number of people distressed 
by the commercialism that has crept 
into the celebration of the Birthday 
of Christ have worked hard to put 
“Christ back in Christmas.” Their 
efforts have borne much fruit. Last 
year department stores and other 
places of business all over the coun- 
try featured Nativity scenes and 
Madonnas, to the delight and edifi- 
cation of the passersby. 

We were particularly impressed 
with the Christmas display used by 
Franklin Simon, the great depart- 
ment store in New York City. 
Through the courtesy of Mr. Gor- 
don K. Greenfield, President of 
Franklin Simon, we received per- 
mission to use a picture of that dis- 
play on our cover this month. 





OUR COVER: 
Franklin Simon, New York City 


Christmas display at 





The Franklin) Simon Christmas 
display was designed by Cecelia 
Staples. About 150 people worked 


three months. 
It was 17 feet high and 15 feet 
wide, edged in Della-Robbia Gar- 
flooded by 2.000 


on it over a period 


land, and Was 
watts of light. 


7 ’ 7 7 


Correspondence 

In fulfillment of a promise they 
have made, many people send us 
letters to be published in our Cor 
respondence Department concerning 
favors they have received from one 
or another of their heavenly patrons. 
Lately, the number of letters has 
increased so much that this month 
we decided to extend the space 
given to Correspondence from two 
to four columns. But even s¢ 
still do not have 


we 
enough space to 
print every letter that is sent to us. 
So, if you have sent us a letter to 
be published and you do not see 
your letter in print, please do not 
be upset. You satisfied your Gbiiga- 
tion and fulfilled the promise that 
you made once you dropped the 
letter in the mailbox. 

We shall do the best we can but 
space is severely limited. Moreover, 
please remember that it will take 
anywhere from three to six months 
before your letter can 
appear. 


possibly 
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Cc. U. O. 


You will notice spotted through- 
out THe Lamp several displays call- 
ing attention to our Chair of Unity 
Octave. This Octave of prayer is 
observed every year from January 
18 to the 25th. May we ask you to 
join us in the observance of the 
Octave that the prayer of Christ 
may be fulfilled, “That they 


all may 
be one.’ 





Every Tuesday 
ANEW 6 


St. Anthony = 
| Dear Father 
N | The enclosed donation is in fulfill 
4 | ment of a promise to St. Anthony to find 
1 hundred dollar check which |) mis 


laid. My apartment was searched thor 
he al oughly several times and then 1 prom 
| ised St. Anthony a share in the check 
| for his poor if he would answer my 


A 
OOPVPOYOOWMHCHE 








$10.00 to Graymoor and have the favor 
| prayers. Again a search was made and published. The very next day I re 
the check found in a secret compart ceived a long-distance call telling me 
| ment of my desk. Please publish this that the State Highway Patrol had found 


letter in Tue Lamp. Ten dollars is for her. Some schoolboys had seen her and 


bread tor the poor and the other for a taken the dog for their own. IT have my 

mass of thanksgiving in his honor pet home again, thanks to the inter 
Miss 1 Schmitt cession of St Anthonys 

| the Navy My mother has enclosed $5.00 which 


she too promised St. Anthony in return 
for his great help 


Dear Father 
I would like to make public to all 


God bless you Father and your won 
your readers another instance of our 


dertul work 
Blessed Mother's intercession in a time 


Mrs. Kenneth Doyt 


of need Mrs. W. ( Worthington 
Iam a Navy man and due to a fool Mewahis, Touncuet 
ish mistake I was faced with a court 


martial and a possible punishment of Something Better 


five years in prison. It was through my Dear Father 
prayers and her glorious intercession that Recently T made a novena to St. Jude 
| I was not punished and given another requesting a favor. IT was not granted 
i vee my wish but so many other pleasant 
All mv life she has aided me even ind most satistving things came my ways 
in ridding me of an incurable skin dis at that time IT feel my prayers were 
ease. All thanks and Jove to our Blessed answered in a different way 
Mother who never fails us I promised a donation and note of 
oh thanks to be published in’ THe Lamu 
P. S. Kindly accept this token of ap upon receiving my request. T am send 


gazine ing this on in the hope that others 


preciation tor a tine n 


may read it and realize that although 


| Safe Delivery 


Dear Father in the way we want, God works in 


e e I am sending a small donation of 4 ‘ # 1 
Finder of things lost | $5.00 St Anthony fulfillment of ee . ae ' — — 


to in happy 


Worker of miracles (tii Suit and tn May kh ts ee eo Mod 
° ese ew itizen 
Helper in necessities 


Dear Father 
Am sending you $8.00 for the priest 





our prayers are not always answered 


prayers were granted. I had a 6 pound 
12 ounce baby girl and everything turned 


out to be very successful. To am very 


Ever since his canonization St. thankful to St. Anthony, He has granted hood burse for a favor received through 

Anthony has been a favorite me many favors. these be i Saints. ae publish this 

saint of millions. His interest Thank you and God bless you for  '#vor. I have just received my citizen- 

. the anal work yoo ere doing ship papers thanks to God, Our Blessed 

in man and his prompt help Mrs. Benedict Zanni, Centredale, R.1. vant ve _ St. Anthony, St. Francis 

H b all. other ADriIni, 
Ra sNED Thee SEU Sp Infant of Prague Mrs. Max Toledo 
Every day we receive many Dear Father: Encouraging 
_ P . Please find enclosed $2.00 T promised ; 

petitions to be included in our Fim oni «tae " Dear Father: 

2 Pea oe cle ee ‘n I look forw urd to receiving THe LAMP 

poreeree Serene. Seep Laney for favors secelves through wo- ind since I re id the first ‘pag to th 

—_ 2 ‘ Teen i ; 4 % > age € 

letters of thanksgiving for venas to the Infant of Prague. last I'm sure I gain far much more than 


Dear Father will you help me with “in : 
; what I pay for the magazine. 
your prayers. May God bless you I tell . hed 
Mire. T. S. Lafleur. Mhon. Le am a registered nurse and hac 
ee pyr lla found that I had slowly started to drift 


favors are received every day. 


Why not invoke 


Lost Dog away from imy faith. I ordered Tne 
SAINT ANTHONY Dear Father: Lamp on the spur of the moment and 
Last week, while traveling through a have only thanks for that action. The 


in your need small town in Tennessee, my mother articles you print help me to realize just 

and I stopped at a cafe for coffee and how wonderful being a Catholic is. We 

NEW NOVENA BEGINS EVERY TUESDAY when we returned to the car I dis- believe in so many wonderful things that 
covered my little dog was missing. others consider falsehoods. I've even 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS Broken-hearted, I searched for hours in started listening to your program and I 
OF THE ATONEMENT vain, and finally had to continue the — find it thrills me more as time goes on. 











trip home. I asked St. Anthony to help I have gone to Mass these past few 
GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, NEW YORK | me find the dog and promised to send (Continued on page 4) 
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MARY OUR QUEEN 


AST CHRISTMAS EVE our Holy Father solemnly 
opened the Marian Year—or the Year of Mary 
to mark the One Hundredth Anniversary of the 

promulgation of the Dogma of the Immaculate Con- 
ception. This Dogma declared that Mary “in the 
first moment of her conception by a singular grace 
and privilege of the All Powerful God, in view ot 
the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human 
race, Was preserved immune from all stain of Ori- 
ginal Sin.” 

In dedicating the year to Mary, Our Mother, the 
Holy Father called upon all mankind to give to her 
special honor and devotion. He requested that we 
supplicate the Divine Mother so to bless the world 
that peace might come and that the Catholic Church 
everywhere might be allowed to enjoy the freedom 
that is its right. The Holy Father had in mind the 
Church of Silence, i.e. the Church persecuted be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. 

In accordance with the wish of the Holy Father, 
this past vear has been marked by great manifesta- 
tions of devotion to Mary. The Holy Father himself 
opened the year with an encyclical. Bishops have 
taken occasion to send pastoral letters to their flocks 
encouraging devotion to the Blessed Mother. Priests 
have spoken often during the year of her leve for 
the human race and of the honor that is her due. 
Rosary Crusades have met with great success. The 
Family Rosary has become more and more wide 
spread. Great Congresses and Pilgrimages to Mary's 
Shrines in various parts of the world have shown 
the enthusiastic devotion that Catholics profess for 
the Mother of God. 


OW, AS THE MARIAN YEAR comes to a close, our 
Holy Father has deemed it fit to send another 
encyclical, instituting a new feast, The Queen- 
ship of Mary. This new feast, to be celebrated every 
year on May 31, will emphasize the fact that Mary 
is Queen of all creation. This, of course, is nothing 
new. The feast is no innovation because, even from 
the earliest centuries, Mary has been recognized and 
honored as Queen of Heaven and Earth. As St. John 


Damascene said, “Mary truly became Mistress of all 
creation when she became the Mother of — the 
Creator.” 

However, although the doctrine of Mary's Queen 
ship is as old as the Church, the promulgation ot 
this new feast will serve to impress on our minds the 
fact that we must not allow our devotion to wane 
The circumstances that prompted the Holy Father 
to call upon Mary for help at the beginning of the 
Marian Year have changed very little. The cold war 
still goes on. The Church is still being persecuted 
Men and women and children are still suffering for 
the Faith. At least three times within the past hun- 
dred years, at La Sallette, at Lourdes and at Fatima, 
Mary has called upon her children to do penance 
and to pray. She has promised that if men will re- 
turn to God, Russia will be converted and a glorious 
peace will come to the world. 


tr MUST BE REMEMBERED that true devotion to Mary 

consists not only in prayers and praise raised to 

our Blessed Mother but also, and even more, true 
devotion consists in imitating her virtues. We honor 
Mary not so much by what we say about her, or to 
her, but rather what we do under her inspiration 
and for her glory. 

We have no wish in any way to depreciate either 
the value or the efficacy or the necessity for prayer 
in developing our devotion to Mary. What we do 
wish to point out our fervent prayers should lead to 
devout lives. 

In the words of the Holy Father, “But if this 
devotion is not to consist of mere word, is not to be 
counterfeit coin of religion or the weak and _ transi- 
tory affection of a moment, but is to be something 
sincere, true and efficacious, it is necessary that 
each one of us should according to his condition of 
life, avail of it for the acquisition of virtue. The 
commemoration of the mystery of the Most Holy 
Virgin, conceived immaculate and immune from 
all stain of original sin, should. in the first place, 
urge us to that innocence and integrity of life 
which flees from and abhors even the slightest 
stain of sin.” t 
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‘g0 teach ye 
all nations’ 


cee? . 
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The Graymoor Priest, in 


the footsteps of Christ, 
goes through the world 
winning souls for God’s 
Kingdom. His is a 
satisfying life of high 
adventure that calls for 
deep charity and sacrifice. 
Young men of High 
School and College age 
are invited to join 
us in our noble, 
thrilling work. 








GRAYMOOR FRIARS 

Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
Please send me without obligation your litera- 
ture in regard to 


{] Priesthood { ] Brotherhood Age 


ee 


Address_ 


Zone 





The Seminarians of the Society 

cf the Atonement include the 

petitions of all their benefactors 

in their daily devotions in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Send your Petitions to 


REVEREND RECTOR, S.A. 
ATONEMENT SEMINARY 
WASHINGTON 17, D.C. 
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heart that 


long time 


with a love in my 


missing for a 


Sundays 
had been 


Even my non-Catholic roommate reads 


your magazine and enjoys it. It makes 
me feel wonderful when any of my 
friends come to visit us and they read 
something from THe Lamp 


I feel as though no matter what hap- 
pens God is standing near trying to help 


me and [I only hope that what I do 
pleases Him 

Until I receive your magazine I will 
think of just these things and will re- 
ceive it with an anxious heart 

}.T.D 

St. Rita 
Dear Father 


Enclosed are two dollars, one for the 
Burse of St. Jucke for the Burse 
of St. Rita. The amount is so small 
perhaps though, it will tell them I am 
trying as promised, 

A list of the 


swered and assistance 


and one 


they have an- 


given would cover 


prayers 


too much space to have this published 


The most important, I believe, was their 
ready assistance when I was told my 
one day old son had “gone bad” and 


had to be placed in an incubator under 


oxygen. He is now two months old and 


apparently in good health 


Please, Father, place this poor ack- 
nowledgment of their help in THe Lamp 
for me for all to know of their inter- 


cessions, 


Mrs. G. H., Eugene, Oregon 
St. Jude 
Dear Father 
Enclosed please find a donation ot 
$10.00 which I ask you to accept tor 
the education of some young man for 


the holy priesthood. [ would like this 
donation added to the St. Jude Burse 

I promised that it my prayers were 
answered I would contribute the above 
amount to the St. Jude Burse. St. Jude 
is my patron Saint. I have been praying 
to him every night quite a 
while. My prayers and petitions to him 
have never been unanswered. 

I would like to ask you, Father, if you 
could please publish this letter in the 
wonderful magazine Tue Lamp. In my 
daily prayers I promise Saint Jude that 
I will do all in my 
devotion to Him. I have 
past by word of mouth, but I am sure 
more people will pray to him if they 
read about him in THe Lamp. 

Thank and God 
and your work. 

Anna Costello, Long Branch, N.J. 


now for 


to encourage 
so in the 


power 
done 


you may bless you 


Settlement Made 
Dear Father: 

Please find enclosed a donation to- 
wards your work for the poor in thanks- 
giving to Our Blessed Lady for a favor 
received, My son was having trouble in 
getting the settlement for the house he 
sold and I asked Our Blessed Mother 
to let everything come out all right. 
She did and Father would you please 


4-@bhe Lamp - Hat art May Be ONE 


publish this in your magazine as I told 


our Blessed Mother that I would ask 
you to do this 
Thank you so much and may God 
bless you in the great work you are 
doing 
Mrs Anna McGovern 


W *hiladelphia Pa 

Mother Cabrini 
Dear Father 
I made a Mother 
promised to have it 


Cabrini 
published in 
Tue Lame and also send $2.00 offering 


novena to 
and 


I would appreciate it very much if you 
would so publish it. 
Elizabeth J. Haluska 


Roebling, N.Y 


Help in Need 
Dear Father 

We needed badly last 
month and after reading your letters, I 
Blessed Mother to ack- 
nowledge help if we received it. 


money very 


promised — the 


We were able to borrow the neces 
sary funds immediately at very low in- 
terest and = are very grateful to the 
Blessed Mother 

Mrs. F. L. F. 
Thanksgiving 
Dear Father 


I am sending two extra dollars dona- 
tion tor St. Anthony’s Burse in thanks- 
giving tor the tavors received He never 
tails me. The tavors he has granted me 
so far are too numerous to mention, so 
will 
letter 


you be so kind and publish this 
Mrs. Mary De Tommes 
Lake Providence, La, 


Good Health 
Dear Father 

I gratetully appreciate the 
% good health and so I 
an ottering for St. 
Please publish this. 

I get THe Lame 


blessing 


am enc losing 
Anthony's Bread 


and 


enjoy it very 
much 
Mrs. Annie O'Donnell 
Everett, Mass. 
Favors Received 
Dear Father 
I am sending this small offering of 


$3.00 tor various special tavors received 
from good St. Anthony. 
Mrs. Nadine Homen 
Centerville, Calif. 


Car Keys Found 
Dear Father: 

Some time ago, my sister and | drove 
my brother's car to church. When we 
got out of the car the key-chain broke 
without my sister noticing it. Atter Mass, 
we looked all over and couldn't tind the 
key. I said three Hail Mary's and prom- 
ised St. Anthony I would send a dollar 
to help feed his poor if we would tind 
it. I got out, walked around the car, 
and picked up the key where we had 
just finished searching. 

Genevieve Trent 


el 





d 


timecompleted 


BURSES 


Is YOUR PATRON SALNT among those listed below? 





A completed Burse of Five Thousand Dollars 
insures the education of a Graymoor Friar 
and enables him to reach his goal—the Altor 


_ SUPPORT A GRAYMOOR BURSE 


eee ener 





There is no better way to honor your heavenly 


namesake than by 
bearing his or her name. It is by 
Burses that young men are 


Sacred Priesthood in the ¢ 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR NOVEMBER 


4 864 05 





5; Mr 
Fla 1: “Miss " B.N., N 
N.M., N.J.. $100.00; 
C.E., O., $10 L.M.C., Pa 


Miss E.G W.WVa., 





Mrs B., Y., $5 

$2; Mrs. J.MacT 

Mass., $1; Mrs 

A.R., Md 2; Mrs 

C.H., Wisc., $1; E.O., 

c.w Vi Mrs 
St. A 





nn: 
M.E.D., N.Y., $5; Mrs. W.S.F., 
Little Flower: 3,361.92 
M.N., R m. - Re H.M.M., Fla., $1 
Mrs. P 
St. Francis are 
JJ Mass., $1 


Mrs. N.C.. N.Y 
Pa. $1; Mrs W.J.B.; ii, $10 


Mrs R.M Mass., $6; H.K.G., N.Y 
$1; Mrs. T.F., Mass., $1; Mrs. C.T 
Md., $1; P.H., N.Y¥., $10; Mrs. C.F., 
Md., $1; M.B., Fla., $1; Mrs. E.N 
N.Y., $2; C.C., Conn., $1; Mrs. J.K 


O.L. of the Atonement: 
M.A.H., N.Y $1; Mrs. H.J.K N 1 
$1: Mrs. A.C . Mass., $1; Miss C.H., 
N.Y., $1; Mrs. F.S., N.Y., $2.50; Mr 
H.R.S., Tex., 


os 
- 
° 


O.L. of Perpetual Help: 2,362.05 
Mrs. D.H.L., Calif., $1 
St. Joseph: 2,314.26 


Mrs. W.R., Ill., $2; G.B., Me., $2; Mrs 

O.Z., N.¥., $1; R.J.McC., Ill., $5; Mrs. 

A.S., N.¥., $10; Mrs. F.S., N.¥., $2.50 
St. Lawrence: 2 
O.L. of Lourdes: 
St. Matth 
SS. Michael and Honora: 
Infant of Prague: 





1,951.95 
Mrs) W.W., N.Y., $1; Miss W.R.McD., 
Mass., $1; A.C.L., Mass., $3; Mrs. H.J 
K, N.J., $1; Mrs. C.W., Mass., $2; 
Mrs. K.L., O., $2; Mrs. K.H., N.Y., $1 


St. Rita: 1,539.25 


rae ec ercan 


contributing to the Burse 
means of the 
advanced to the 


sraymoor Community. 








SS. oe ane Bree na 1,477.00 
Mrs. C.Z., Il Mrs. C.H., La., $1 
Mrs. T.W N Y 1; Miss H.L., Pa 
$1 Mrs. J.F.W Vv 2 Mrs. D 
R La 2: T Y $1 
Mr: B.R., Canada., $i; Mrs. M.M 
N.Y., $i L., , $1; Mrs. C.HLF., 
Pa., $1; Anon., Conn., $2; Miss C.W 
Mass., $1; Miss T.F ren $5; A.F., 
Conn $5; ..O., 2 Mrs 
M.V.B., Pa., $1; Mrs AKG N.Y., $1 
Miss S.M., Conn., $1; Mrs. A.C., Calif 
2; Mrs. M.F., O 1; Mrs. O.Z., N.Y 
$1; Mrs. W.G.W L $1; Mrs. B.K., 
Mass., $5; Mrs. J.M., N.J., $1 

O.L. of the Miraculous Meda 1,385.50 
A.M.H ich., $5; Mrs. C McG Mich 
2; Mrs. C.W., W.V 5 

aa -y" Heart: 1,284.87 

R.I., $10; Mrs. H.M.. R.I., $2 

iy M.C., Va., $3; Mrs. A.H.D _ Pa 
$5; T.F.. N.J.. $5; Mrs. C.W ja 
$10; K.H., N.Y., $33; S.McH., N.Y., $5 


Father Drumgoole: W.A.N., N 
St. John Baptist 

Holy Spirit: 

Blessed Martin DePorres: 


F.C., Conn., $5; Mrs. H.M.M 


M 
$1; DS La $1: A.E.A 
Mrs. L.C., N.Y., $ 50: DS 
Father Paul S.A.: 
M Fla., $1; D.J.O'C 





Mass 
La., $1 

878.42 
Mass., $10 


Miss R.L., N.J., $5; F.S., $685 


St. Patrick: 
Immaculate Conception: 
A.R.R., R.1I., $10. 
Brother Jude S.A.: 

St. Michael 

Blessed Sacrament: 
Holy Face: 

Father Baker: 

Holy Souls: 

Brother Barnabas 5.A.: 
Precious Blood: 

Our Sorrowful Mother: 
J.0.'S., Y., $5 





585.00 


St. Frances Cabrini: L.V.. N.Y., $ 
Brother Philip T.S.A.: 
O.L. of pronet Succor: 
La., $1 
Mrs 
. $1; Mrs 
$1.25 





5 455.70 


405.80 


THAT 








N 


DOO 


1954 


St. Eugene: 333.99 
O.L. of Fatima: 322.37 
St. Margaret Mary: M.B., N.Y., $2 313.85 
Holy Family: 06.00 
Five Holy Wounds: 
St. John honed Apostle: 
st Anthon 253.7 
Mrs. F ad . “Wash $2; Mrs. M.F., Pa., 
$7; V.R., Calif., $4; R.K., N.Y., $2 
Mrs. E.B., La., $1; P.A., Calif., $5 
ag H.M.M Fla., $1; Mrs. M.L 





aH O., $5 ‘ — s., 
N.Y., $5; M-P.McC., Wisc., $5; Mrs 


J.H., Md Miss H.B.N.. N.Y., $2.50 
Mrs. D.D Iowa $1; H.R., La 2 
s. E.B., La E.McG., N.Y., $10 
Anon., $5; Mrs. G.L.McD., N.Y $ 
Mrs. R.D.A., Calif., $1; R Y 2 
Mrs. J.M., Minn., $2 ts. C.S., Calif 
2; Mrs. G.B., Pa 5; Anon., Mich 
$5; Mrs. C.A.P., Mont., $5 7 N.Y 
$10; Mrs. J.H., Mass., $5 FP.G 
N.Y M.W., Ul $6; io D.F.M 
N.Y 
St. Gerard: Mrs. D.M., Mich., $5 173.9% 
St. Mary Magdaline: 170.50 
Mrs. A.H.D., Pa., $5 
St. Margaret of Scotland: 154.73 
N_Y.Prov Miss Mc Canada., 





5 50 
$50; Bklyn. Group 
d: 





Mrs ° 
O.L. of the Rosary 
J. Family, Pa., $1 
Pope Pius XI: 
St. Clare: 
St. Paul: 
St. Teresa 
Venerable Catherine Tekawitha: 
O.L. of Victory: 
St. George: 
Mrs. D.H.L., Calif., $1; G.B., Me 
Father Flanagan: 
St. sey ara 
Mrs. A.K., Ill $1; EO, NY $1; 
EM.V., Conn., $1; Mrs. C.H » RL, $5; 
Mrs. F.W., Pa., $3 





St. Luke: 10.00 
St. gy _o 10.00 
Miss $5 





Honor your 
favorite Saint 
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On THE Most historic of the seven hills of Rome— 
the Capitoline—there is to be found a church en- 
shrining a celebrated image of the Holy Child. For 
about 500 years now, the people of Rome have 
venerated this image, and in token of their affection 
and gratitude have covered it from head to foot 
with gold, jewels, and precious stones. 

The Holy Child of Aracoeli—tor this is the name 
of the church which nestles between the gleaming 
white monument to Italy's Unknown Soldier and the 
imposing municipal buildings designed by Michel- 
angelo—is to be found in a modest chapel between 
the presbytery and the sacristy. There the venerated 
statue of the Infant Saviour is carefully kept in a 
casement of fine crystal and protected by two heavy, 
but delicately sculptured, portals of bronze. These 
are opened only when the pious pilgrim asks the 
humble Franciscan Friar in prayer nearby if he may 
see this revered likeness of the Christ Child. 
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The Holy Infant of Aracoeli has a long and attrac- 
tive history which in the course of centuries has been 
enriched with poetic legends. This small statue, 
covered now with precious gold objects such as rings, 
necklaces, earrings, and medals, is said—and de- 
clared as such by very old manuscripts—to have come 
to Rome about the vear 1500 from the forests of 
Mount Olivet in Palestine, carved from the wood of 
one of those trees close by the spot where Jesus 
began his journey to Calvary in prayer and in bloody 
sweat. 

Its passage from Jerusalem to Rome came about in 
miraculous fashion. The ship on which had em- 
barked the friar who sculptured the statue capsized 
in a violent storm, and only the small chest containing 
the Infant was saved. Carried about on the crest of 
the waves, the statue finally reached the shore off the 
Tyrrhenian Sea near the confines of Rome where 
the Friars and the faithful received it from the sea. 












































It was then placed in the créche or crib on the 
summit of the Capitoline Hill in one of the best- 
known Franciscan friaries in the world 

According to one very old account, the Babe was 
so beautiful that a Roman woman, out of excessive 
devotion, took it secretly and brought it to her home 
For six years no one knew what had become of the 
Infant of Aracoeli. Then one night the bells of the 
church—off by itself on the hill at the time—began 
to ring continuously by themselves, and the Babe 
passed through the doors which opened wide before 
him, and silently went to take his place in the 
manger between Mary and Joseph. 

From that time on the Holy Child of 


has become the object of special veneration, not only 


Aracoeli 


in Rome but throughout the world, and from all 
over the earth both children and grown-ups write 
thousands of letters to him, seeking counsel, or beg 
ging some grace, 

Just when this charming practice began no one 
knows. The Friars say that year after year the post- 
man daily climbs the steep ascent of 124 steps from 
Piazza Venezia to the Church of Aracoeli to bring 
mail for the Child. Perhaps the practice began with 
the development of the postal system. Or it may 
be that the first to write was one of thousands of 
patients who had been miraculously restored to 


health by a visit of the Divine (Cont. on page 24) 


BY PIER GIORGIO LIVERANI 


The Holy Bambino in the Crib. The Crib of 
Aracoeli is one of the most famo 


The letters remain on the altar while there 
is room for them. Then they are destroyed 


is of Rome 


The long, long stairway leads to the Basilica 
of Aracoeli, where this Infant is preserved 





Photos by T. Benedetti 





Hurhleche UWinschlen 


BY RAYMOND 


GIANT SNOWFLAKES floating to earth accented the 
Christmas atmosphere of the city as Karl and Katrina 
Hochman walked home together. Karl was a head 
taller than his daughter and carried a heavy bag 
of groceries. 

The glow of the street lights blended with the 
multi colored Christmas decorations inside and out- 
side the homes to give the entire street such vule- 
tide warmth it brought a lump into Karls throat. 

“Christmas ... only five days away,” he said. “Our 
first Christmas in America. [It vas to have been such 
a happy time, Katrina. Ach, und now. 

“Will they really send us back to Germany, pa?” 
She looked up at him, her deep blue eyes a_ pair 
of question marks. 

Karl. shrugged. his shoulders. “I am afraid there is 
nothing else they can do.” He shifted the bundle to 
his other arm. “Our sponsor has failed in his printing 
business, so that means I have no work. And we will 
have to move out of his house; the creditors will 
have it sold. Father Peters has been so good; he has 
been trying to find another sponsor. But, right after 
Christmas...” 

“But there must be someone,” Katrina said hope- 
fully. “If people only knew? If Don Sterling...” 

“Who?” 

“Don Sterling, the young reporter, from the news- 
paper. You know. Father Peters sent him to see us.” 

“Oh, Ja. He said he was going to give us some 
pub...pub...° 

“Publicity.” Katrina laughed. She stopped to ad- 
mire one of the decorated homes. “Isn't that pretty, 
pa?” 

Colored electric lights had been strung over the 
arched doorway and to a miniature Christmas tree 
at the peak of the arch. Four evergreen trees on 
the white lawn also glowed with burning lights. On 
the roof a silhouette of Santa, his sleigh and reindeer 
were aimed at the huge fireplace chimney. 

“Ja. Es ist schoen. Sehr schoen. Oh, | forget... ve 
speak English here. It is pretty, Katrina... If only 
we could decorate our little house for Christmas.” 

“I heard a prize is being given for the best deco- 
rated house at Christmas,” Katrina said. 

They walked on and the girl said, “You don’t want 
to leave America, do you?” 

“No, mine liebschen. America is wonderful. I only 
want a chance to work and make a home here for 
you and mama. What will we do, if they send us 
back to Germany . .. ? Karl shuddered at the thought. 

Their four room cottage looked small and barren 
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A. SCHOEDER 


compared with its neighbors, but it seemed like a 
palace after four years in a displaced persons camp. 
“Mlama must be waiting for the groceries,” Karl said 
“She has the light on in the living room. 

They went to the back door and brushed the snow 
from their clothes before going into the kitchen. 

Emma Hochman was almost an identical portrait 
of her daughter, in height and facial features, though 
heavier in weight. Karl marveled that she was still 
yvoung-looking and attractive, even after the hard- 
ships of the war years. “Herr Sterling is in the living 
room,” she whispered. 

“Good news?” Katrina asked. 

“No...not good news. He is still trying to help 
Father Peters find a sponsor.” She kissed Karl. “He 
wants to talk to you...or maybe both of you.” She 
smiled at Katrina’s confusion. 

“Ma!” the girl cried, giving her mother a gentle 
shove. 

Don Sterling matched Karl in height but he was 
dark haired and lean of frame. Karl liked the way 
the younger man met his eyes when they talked. 
“I'm sorry,” Don said, “that I haven't any good news 
for you, but I'm still trying to get you all the pub- 
licity I can, hoping someone will read it who can 
offer you a steady job and a home.” 

“Talked with Father Peters this afternoon,” Don 
continued, “and we were wondering ... Karl, haven't 
you had any experience in anything else besides 
printing? You know, this shop where you were sup- 
posed to work was one of the few in the United 
States printing in the German language. It’s kind of 
tough finding work for a German printer.” 

“I know,” Karl said. “We waited a long time for 
this chance.” 

“Can you do anything else?” Don asked. 

“Well, the printing house where I worked in Berlin, 
Kar! said, “also printed books and magazines in other 
languages. I know French, Czech and Dutch, as well 
as German. I can set type in those languages, too.” 

Don was unimpressed. I'm afraid that won't help 
much, And we're short on time.” He smiled at Ka- 
trina. “But don't worry, folks. We still have about 
two weeks. Something will turn up.” 

“I shall pray hard,” Katrina promised. 

“Will you have dinner with us?” Emma Hochman 
asked Don. 

“No. No, thank you. I really have to run along.” 

“Dinner will be ready soon,” she pleaded. 

“Some other time, maybe. A committee from the 
chamber of commerce is going (Cont. on page 26) 

















Their first Christmas 
in America was to be such a 


happy one and now it would 


be all spoiled entirely 











To Observe Prayerfully The 
CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE 


Order Literature Now! 


PRAY FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
DURING THE OCTAVE, JANUARY 18-25 


PRAY FOR UNITY EVERY DAY 





Pray: That All May Be One 

An eight-page prayer booklet with attractive full color cover « 
formation on the Octave, its purpose, intentions, official Pus u 
able prayers, Octave hymn, together with suggestions as to t best manner 
of keeping the Octave. 00 per 100; $7. 50 per ty 


Order No. 1 
in- 





Our Lady and the Unity Octave Order No. 11-13 
Devotion to Our Lady has ever been associated with the development and 
propagation of the Octave. This study surveys the intentions of the Octave 
from the point of view of Our Lady's bas gd relation to each of the 

ach; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 





Prayers and Hymns for the Chair of Unity Octave = order No. 1-2 
A large-sized, eight-page booklet (6x9 in.) containing official prayer and in- 
tentions, together with full text and musical score of the Chair of Unity Hymn 
for the Pope. This is the original Octave booklet reprinted in answer to many 
requests. It is essential for use of organist and cho 


pir. 
10¢ each; 12 copies for $1.00; $7.50 per 100 


Catholic Ecumenism Order No. 16 
This is a careful synthesis of the papal pronouncements on the reunion of 
Christendom, from Pope Pius IX to Pope Pius XII, together with illuminat- 
ing historical information and applications to present- _ questions ~ re 
verse side of this brochure for table of contents. 182 2.00 

Clergy, voliglons and libraries Hi 80 





Octave Prayer Card Order No. 1-3 
A 2% x 5 in. “holy card’ a photograph of the Very Rev. Paul James 
Francis, 8.A., originator of the Octave, and official Octave Dag with note 
on indulgences. $1.00 per 50 per 1,000 


Octave Poster Order No. 1-4 
A beautiful 8', x 11 in. stiff board colored poster carrying the same theme 
as the number 1 booklet. 1@e each; $1.00 for 12 


Devotions of Chair of Unity Octave 
A handy-sized booklet of some fifty pages, containing prayers to be said on 
each day of the Octave, in addition to the full text of Benediction. The text 
of the Octave hymn is repeated each day. Designed for congregational use 

l5e each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 


Chair of Unity Octave: What Is It? Order No. 2 
A large-sized (5'2 x 8', in.) eight- page gs ogg ay oy the Octave, e.g., 
What does the “Chair mean? How Cha of Peter 

of Unity? Abounds in papal citations. “ 00 pel 100; $7.5 














Order No. 1-5 











Conversion and Grace Order No. 10-1-4 
A popular examination of conversion pointing to the necessity of external and 
internal grace without which no one can become a Catholic. It recalls the 
words of Our Lord, “No man can come to me, except the Father who sent 
me draw him Se each; $3.50 per 100 
The Acceptable Time Order No. 10-2-3 
The Eastern Dissident bodies have ever been the object of the special regard 
of the Holy See. Would that the words of St. Theodore of Studium would re- 
echo in their midst: “Now is the acceptable time to return to Rome, the 
summit of the Church of 5° Se each; $3.50 per 100 
Anglican Difficulties 


Prayer is the work of charity 











Order No. 10-3-1 
is more urgent where the need is great 
between m Anglican and Catholic Church 
ces causes the mirage to be taken for the reality 
to follow conviction in spite of obstac 




















but do 
it they must! je each; § 0 per 100 
Protestant Europe and Catholic Unity Order No. 10-4-1 





One Flock—One Shepherd Order No. 2-2 

brief description of the Octave intentions for each day. Contains also 
official Octave prayer and special prayer to Our Lady Se each; $3.50 per 100 
The Name: Chair of Unity Octave Order No. 2-3 
An explanation of the name of the Unity Octave, showing its importance and 
meaning be eac per 100 
Origin of the Chair of Unity Octave Order No. 5 
This pamphiet sets forth the early history of the or i bos nay ae Es- 
sential for knowledge of its origin and aims . per 100 
Prayer and Unity Order No. 6 
The reunion of Christendom can never be realized by the coalescence of sects, 
but by return to the Church alone; never by ‘‘comprehension” — only by 


conversion. Conversion is achieved by grace obtained through praye 
» each; $3.30 per 100 


























That the World May Believe Order No. 7 
The story of Father Paul and Lg oe - Unity Octave in comic-book for- 
mat. 16 pages in full color. 5¢ opies 4c each; 100 or more, 3¢ each 


Holy Mother Church Order No. 8-2 
This commonplace expression contains a rich spiritual content, the knowledge 
of which will deepen love for the Church. From side of the sleeping 
Adam, God fashioned a helpmate, Eve; so from the stereed side of Christ on 
the Cross, God fashioned a spouse which is the Church. 5¢ each; $3.50 per 100 


Chair of Unity Octave Outlines Order No. 3 
A large-sized (6 x 10%, in.) 24-page pamphlet containing apologetical material 
suitable for sermon preparation, lectures or study club discussion. Matter con- 
tained: Religious indifference, revelation, origin of the Church, miracle of the 
Church, authority of the arch, marks of the Church, Primacy of Peter, 
necessity of the Church 25¢ each; 5 copies $1.00; $15.00 per 100 


Instruction of the Holy Office 


on the Ecumenical Movement Order No, 11-1 
This instruction is of great value for learning the attitude of the Church 
towards the Protestant world-wide movement for unity. The commentary clari- 
fies the most important parts of the instruction with reference to the true 
reunion of Christendom. l5e each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 


World Trends Toward Christian Unity Order No. 11-11 
The president of the international society, UNITAS, makes a careful survey 
of the various tentatives to unity as seen with the eyes of a Catholic observer 
and provides many thought-provoking observations for all concerned. 

each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 
A New Title for Mery Order No. 11-12 
Fr. Paul, founder of Graymoor and initiator of the Octave, bestowed a new 
title on Our Blessed Mother, “Our Lady of the Atonement."’ This brochure 


affords a glimpse of the theological richness of the concept of Our Lady and 
her function of reconciling men with God. 15¢ each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 
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THAT ALL MAY BE ONI 


The profile of Europe still reveals the effects of the revolt of the sixteenth 
century here was a need for reform of many members of the Church but 
men should have changed themselves and not their doctrines. Their descend 
ants are looking for the unity that was lost; we must bring them the correct 
teaching on unity, enforced by good example and made effective through 
prayer. Se each; $3.50 per 100 
Operation Conversion U.S.A. Order No. 10-5 
A sparkling appraisal of a een from which both pessimists and settesiite 
el te ignorance from non-Catholics 
© the possibilities. 
bee: 








Both seem to 


be giving way but not fast enough yet $3.50 per 100 





CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE, National Office 















































Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y 
Dear Father: Please send us the following pamphiets 
Item Quan. Amount Item Quan. Amount 

1 8s $ 
1-2 $ $s 
1-3 $ $ 
1-4 $ S$ 
1-5 $ $ 
2 $ 10-5-2 s 
2-2 $ 11-1 s 
2-3 $ 11-11 $s 
3 $ 11-12 $ 
5 $s 11-13 $ 
6 $ 16 Ss 
7 $ s 








] Remittance enclosed (We pay Postage) Bill me (Postage added) 


Name 
(Please Print) 
Address 
City Zone State 


[Send for free list of all Unity Octave Literature) 


One Faith-One 


Leiter from Baghdad. From time to 
time the friars in the Chair of Unity 
Office at 
ing letters 
parts of the 
prece ot corresponde nee came from 
Fr. Joseph La Bran, S.J. of Baghdad 
College in Baghdad, Iraq ‘who wrote 
of the observance of the Chair of 
Unity Octave the faculty 
members and the students. We would 
like to share parts of this letter with 
the readers of THe Lamp. 

“Every bit of the literature you 
sent was used. Before the Octave it- 
self began our community 


Graymoor receive interest- 


from people in Various 


world. An_ interesting 


among 


was in a 
way being prepared for it. Rev. Fr. 
Rector had picked from the “Unity 
Studies” group several of the numbers 
he thought would be appropriate and 
helpful to us here in our talks with 
the boys in religion classes, etc. and 
had them read at table. . Others 
that were not read at table were 
put at the disposal of the faculty and 
later too the boys were allowed to 
read them. One of the seniors, a 
boy of much ability, read several of 
them and at one of the sodality meet- 
ings during the Octave gave an in- 


spiring talk on the history of the 
movement; he went into some detail 
on the life of Father Paul and then 


gave some fine practical applications 
how the boys here can work of Unity, 
drawing on your works for all his 
information. 

“Then in all the classes the small 
leaflets were passed out and at the 
beginning of each religion period 
they were used by the boys as they 
read the prayer for Unity. They were 
allowed to take them home and urged 
to get other members of the family to 


unite with them in reciting the 
prayers before retiring. During the 
whole Octave the Sodality Bulletin 
Board in the main entrance of ou 


school was kept attractive with the 
help of your posters, ete. and with 
various pictures of our own many 
Eastern Rites. So vou see the litera- 
ture was put to good use and it all 
helped to make the Chair of Unity 
Octave 
here on the banks of the Tigris.” 

Fr. La’ Bran 
celebration of the liturgy in 
Oriental Rites during the Unity Oc- 
tuve. There 500 this 
Jesuit institution, some of whom are 
members of Eastern Ortho- 
dox bodies (not in communion with 
would be 


better known and understood 


also described — the 
various 


are bovs in 


various 
who 


Rome, of course) 


Cathol'cs were it not for the strong 
opposition of their parents. 

We may quote Fr. La Bran again 
“You will be happy to know that this 
vear again we were able to have the 
Holy Sacrifice offered 
Octave in different 
Much publicity was given to this 
program with the result that many 
more were present at the liturgies and 


during — the 
Oriental Rites 


each day there was a large number 


of boys who received Holy Com- 


munion. 
“Perhaps the best attended Mass 
during these days was that offered in 


the Armenian Rite. We have many 
Armenian Orthodox in the school and 
they turned out in large numbers. 


Some of them are really very spiritual 
and if it were not for parental op- 
position would be Catholic. Of the 
various rites the Mass in Greek was 
the most popular with the boys al- 
though there are hardly Greeks 
among the questionnaire 
given to them it was almost unani- 
mous for the Greek liturgy and the 
reason that they gave was that they 
could understand everything — the 
priest was saying. The liturgy was in 
Arabic and with this their native 
tongue it is easy to understand why 
they liked it. The Chaldeans, Ar- 
menians, Syrians all use their 
own language too, as you know, but 


any 
them. In 


and 


in all these cases that of the Mass 
is far different from what even the 
boys of these nationalities under- 
stand.” 


Just a Suggestion. In those schools or 
parishes where it would be possible 
we would like to suggest the cele- 
bration of an Oriental liturgy during 
the Octave, possibly on the Saturday 
or Sunday within it, as a 
the 
and _ its 


means of 
showing the 
Church, praver, 
custom, vestments, although the faith 


universality of 
variety in 


is the same in every part of the world. 


End of the Marian Year. As_ the 
Marian Year draws to a close. with 
the feast of the Immaculate Con- 


ception of the Virgin Mary on De- 
cember eighth, it seems fitting to refer 
to the event of 
this Marian teaching was defined as 


LOO years ago when 


a dogma of the Church. There were 
Church dignitaries from all 
the world. China sent a Vicar 
Apostolic; America had several Bish- 
ops and Archbishops. Rome had 
sixty bishops present, Austria, Spain, 
Peidmont, the Papal States. Belgium, 


present 
over 





Catholic nations 
And 


other 
representatives. 


and 
their 
Anglican England, Evangelical Prus- 


Bavaria 


had 


from 


sia, and Calvinistic Holland there 
were likewise members of the hier- 
archy. 

And yet there was lacking even 


one bishop from Russia. “The entire 
world was there to celebrate the 
triumph of the Queen of Heaven. 
The empire of the autocrat, of him 
who pretended to be par excellence 
“Orthodox” is the only one which has 
no bishop in that assembly, gathered 
from the four corners of the world, 
and formed of all the Catholic rites. 
Let us hope that she of whom the 
scripture chants that she is strong 
and “terrible as an army in battle 
array” will remember this in the days 
of the great combats.” 

Matters have not changed for the 
better even at the present day. Russia 
still has no bishop to represent her 
people; no prelate came from behind 
the Iron Curtain for the ceremonies 
of the Marian Year; no dignitary par- 
ticipated in the Marian Congress of 
last October 24-November 1. But 
Mary is still the Queen of the Rus- 
sian people, as she is Queen of the 
universe, and will—she must 
win them back even as she predicted 
to the children of 


she 
Fatima. 


The Octave Is Near. Next mouth the 


Chair of Unity Octave will be ob- 
served in all parts of our country 
and among most of the nations of 


the world. If only our zeal were com- 
mensurate with the needs of | the 
times, how intense our prayers would 
be, how wide and deep our charity. 
Kindly send in your orders and _re- 
quests for literature. We shall be 
pleased to supply any amount for 
any person or group: sodality, classes 
in school, parish clubs, third orders, 
information centers 
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WITHIN A SHORT TIME we shall come to the end of 
the centennial celebration of the definition of the 


dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. 
This solemn year of grace has brought joy to the 
hearts of all Catholics as they sought to honor Mary 
under the singular privilege which God gave only to 
her. But perhaps the rejoicing of the Franciscan 
family on this sacred anniversary has been somewhat 
greater than that of the rest of the faithful, for the 
teaching on the Immaculate Conception has held 
prominent place among Franciscans almost from the 
beginning of the Order. 

This article proposes to show briefly the steady 
and constant flow of the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception within the Seraphic Order. There is no 
intention of minimizing the devotion of other clergy, 
religious or laity with regard to this prerogative of 
Mary: it is simply a presentation of the tradition 
of belief in the Immaculate Conception until that 
happy day it was defined as an article of divine- 
Catholic faith in 1854 by Pope Pius IX. 

Sometimes it has been stated that St. Francis 
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PACIFICUS 
VON ESSEN 
S.A. 


believed in the Immaculate Conception and that he 
ordered the votive Mass of this mystery to be cele- 
brated every Saturday when possible. But historically 
this is not true. It also seems that St. Anthony of 
Padua (d. 1230), the latest doctor of the Church, did 
not teach the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
although some scholars have maintained the opposite 
view. At any rate it is no discredit to either saint for 
at that time in the western world the teaching on the 
Immaculate Conception in the sense in which we 
understand it today was not the common view of 
theologians. 

For example, St. Bernard, St. Albert the Great, 
Alexander Hales (1185-1245), St. 
(1221-1274) denied the sinless conception of Mary, 


Bonaventure 


as well as St. Thomas Aquinas (though some main- 
tain that the Angelic Doctor held the opposite 
opinion). They argued that Our Lady’s treedom from 
sin would contradict the teaching that Christ was the 
one Redeemer for all men. They failed to make the 
distinction, later used, between active conception, 
that is, the formation of the body of the child by its 


Franciscans have always been connected 


with the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. 


Duns Scotus was only the first in a line of many 


y and the Franciscans 


parents according to the laws of nature; and passive 
conception, the infusion of the soul directly by God. 
When we speak of the Immaculate Conception of 
Our Lady, we refer to the second, that Mary’s soul 
was infused by God immaculately, that it did not 
fall under the law of original sin. 

Even before the champion of this Marian teach- 
ing, Duns Scotus (1266-1308) there were Franciscans 
who put forth their affirmation of the Immaculate 
Conception, notably Bl. Raymond Lull (1232-1315) 
and William of Ware (fl. 1300) who may have been 
Scotus’ teacher at the Franciscan house of studies in 
Oxford. Surely Scotus himself, however, was the 
most outstanding leader in advancing the doctrine 
of Mary's sinlessness. He presented in clear light 
this truth of faith always contained in the deposit 
of faith as revealed by God, with a precision and 
refinement of terminology which.dispelled the con- 
fusion in the minds of so many. So noteworthy was 
his defense and so influential his leadership that he 
received the title Doctor Marianus, Doctor of Mary. 

When he was at the University of Paris, about 
1302, he defended his thesis on the Immaculate 
Conception before a large assembly of theologians 
and students. Scotus first became associated with 
teaching the thesis of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary at Oxtord, drawing heavily 
on the lectures of Robert Gosseteste. For several 
years, Scotus taught the doctrine at Oxford winning 
the esteem of students and faculty alike. Later trans- 
ferred to the Sorbonne in Paris, the articulate Fran- 
ciscan continued teaching his favorite thesis on the 
sinless conception of Mary and again his exposition 
triumphed over all his opponents. 

But Scotus’ defense of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin did not win the sympathy of all 
the scholars at the time. At the University of Paris, 
for example, the lectures of Scotus caused much dis- 
cussion among the theologians and students. These 
discussions at times became so heated, that the en- 
tire matter was reported to Pope Clement V. The 


Pontiff called for a Public Debate in the hope of 
reaching a better understanding of the doctrine as 
well as to terminate the trouble on hand. 

Scotus explained that the Holy Virgin was not 
withdrawn from the Redemption of Christ by her 
Immaculate Conception, but in view of her divine 
motherhood was accorded a privilege in anticipation 
of the merits of Christ. Mary’s redemption, Scotus 
showed, was not like ours, consequent upon the 
merits of Christ. Mary's redemption was rather, 
antecedent. What Christ repaired in man, namely 
original sin, He preserved His Blessed Mother trom. 

The University was so favorably impressed with 
Scotus’ proofs for the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception that it bestowed on him the title Subtle 
Doctor and determined henceforth the doctrine 
would be taught at the University. The University 
also decreed that the feast would be celebrated in a 
solemn manner each year, and made required that 
all candidates for the licentiate and doctorate 
degrees defend and teach the Immaculate Concep- 
tion of Mary. 

Though it might be said that the association of the 
Franciscan Order with the doctrine of the Immacu- 
late Conception reaches its highest level in the 
defense of Scotus, it does not end with him. Great 
as the learned defender of Mary was, Scotus was 
only one of many in the current of Marian defenders 
who had donned the livery of St. Francis. In time, 
others came; each holding high the torch of truth in 
defense of the Immaculate Virgin. Men such as 
Peter Aureolus and Francis Maryon wrote much in 
defense of this singular dignity of Mary. And the 
terse dictum “potuit, decuit, ergo fecit” (God could 
do it; it was fitting for God to do it; therefore, God 
did it) so often attributed to Scotus as one of his 
lesser arguments in proof of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, belongs more properly to these later advo- 
cates of the doctrine. 

The fifteenth century gave further expression to 
the ardor of the Franciscan (Cont. on page 22) 
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Waar witt se, with 
out doubt, one of the great high 
lights of the year occurred during the 
month of October at Graymoor, when 
the Friars were honored with a visit 
from His Eminence, Gregory Peter 
XV, Cardinal Agagianian, Patriarch 
of Armenia of the Cilicians. 

Cardinal Agagianian is the spiritual 
head of the Catholic Armenians all 
over the world. He is one of the 
highest ranking ecclesiastics to have 
visited the United States. The Gray 
moor Friars have known the Cardinal 
for some years past, and His Emi 
nence was well acquainted with Fa- 
ther Paul, having come to know him 
for the great aid he extended to the 
Armenians during the persecution by 
the Turks in the middle Twenties. 

The Cardinal arrived at Graymoor 
in the early evening of October 19th. 
Accompanying him were Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Stephen Stepanian, who 
is Patriarchal Vicar to the Cardinal 
and Director of all the Armenian 
Missions in the United States, and 
Very Rev. Monsignor Francis J. Lally, 
Editor of the Boston “Pilot,” who 
acted as American secretary to the 
Cardinal. The same evening His Emi 
nence visited the tomb of Father Paul. 
The next morning the Cardinal cele 
brated Mass for the entire community 
at Graymoor. He was assisted by 
Monsignor Stepanian and Father Bo 
naventure, $.A., with Fathers Clement 
and Celestine, S.A., as acolytes. 

At noon of the same day, Cardinal 
Agagianian blessed the new statue of 
St. Pius X, which is in St. Francis 
Chapel. Present for the blessing were 
some 75 visiting Priests and Religious 
from the various Religious Commu 
nities in the area. To commemorate 
the visit of the Cardinal, the Friars 
were hosts to the visitors at dinner 
in the Pilgrims’ Cateteria at Gray 
moor, Our own Brothers outdid them 
selves, as usual, in the preparation 
and serving of the dinner. Following 
dinner, Father General introduced 
His Eminence, who spoke of — the 
great life and work of Father Paul 
and of the bond linking Grayvmoor 
with St. Pius X. His Eminence was 
particularly grateful, he said, for the 
opportunity of blessing the statue of 
St. Pius X, whom he had seen and 
heard often in Rome when he was a 
student at the College of Propaganda. 
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After dinner, the Cardinal expressed 
a wish to see West Point, which he 
did, accompanied by the two Mon- 
signori and Father Bonaventure, S.A 
In the evening he had supper with 
the community in the Friars’ refectory, 
and joined us for the recreation pe- 
riod. The whole community assembled 
in the recreation room, to hear the 
Cardinal speak to us ‘en famille. It 
was a veritable field day for the 
camera fans, who came armed with 
every make of camera’ imaginable. 
His Eminence spoke of the wonderful 
way in which Almighty God had 
made the Society of the Atonement 
grow and increase, and compared Fa 
ther Paul with St. Francis. He also 
expressed the hope, certainly shared 
by the Friars and all of our loyal 
Graymoor friends, that God might 
see fit to grant to Father Paul the 
honors of the Altar. His whole dis 
course was an exhortation to the 
members of the community to imitate 
the zeal of our holy Founder, that 
we might be better able to continue 
his work for the Church and for souls. 

It was with a great deal of regret 
that the Friars, Tertiaries and Postu- 
lants assembled in the Friary court- 
vard to bid farewell to the Cardinal 
the following morning. He had brought 
his visit to a close by celebrating 
Mass for us once again, and dis 
tributing Holy Communion to the 
Brothers, “Without whom,” he said, 
“the community could not carry on 
its work.” After a last visit to the 
tomb of Father Founder, Cardinal 
Agagianian gave his blessing to the 
community and left} Graymoor for 
New York, where he was the guest of 
His Eminence, Cardinal Spellman, at 


lunch, t 


Oxce scan Graymoor 
suffered the loss of one of our number 
when Almighty God called to Him 
self the soul of Brother Joseph, T.S.A. 
He was born in Paterson, N. J. in 
ISSO, and before coming to Gray 
moor was an internal auditor at the 
Main Branch of the National City 
Bank in Wall St. 

During the thirty vears that Brother 
Joseph was at Graymoor, he served 
almost all that time as steady cashier, 
being responsible for the payrolls and 
keeping the various books. He was 
also one of the Directors of the Union 
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That Nothing Be Lost and its secre- 
tary for a number of years. He was 
of further benefit to the Friars and 
Sisters in his capacity as Notary 
Public. 

About three years ago, Brother 
Joseph resigned from his work in the 
Administration Building at Graymoor, 
after twenty-seven years ‘on the job.’ 
His time of retirement was a great 
relaxation, which he deserved after 
all his wonderful work for the Com- 
munity. Every now and again he 
would go to New York to see a base- 
ball game, which he enjoyed a great 
deal. Till shortly before his death 
he was alert and active, and loved to 
tell of his experiences with Father 
Founder and the many anecdotes he 
had gathered over the vears. 

His funeral Mass at Graymoor was 
attended by the entire community of 
Friars, Tertiaries, Postulants and men 
at St. Christopher’s Inn. Present also 
were members of his own family. Very 
Rev. Fr. General, S.A. celebrated the 
Solemn Mass, assisted by Fathers 
Edward, $.A., and Alcuin, S.A., as 
Deacon and sub-Deacon respectively. 


Burial followed in the Friars’ ceme 


tery. May he rest in peace! T 


Soxterimes _ it hap- 
pens that one who is doing a tremen 
dous amount of work in the service 
of God rarely makes the news. Such 
IS the case with one ot our own 
Friars, who rarely makes the Gray- 
moor Annals here in THe Lamp. He 
is our own Father Ronald McGovern, 
S.A., who hails from the bustling 
community of Woburn, Mass. Father 
Ronald is chaplain to the Newman 





Club at Howard University, Wash 
ington, D.C. For some five years 
now, Father Ronald has been sta- 
tioned at Howard and has done a 
great deal of real Apostolic work at 
the University. Just last vear he had 
the happiness of seeing one of the 
young women of the University enter 
the community of the Sisters of the 
Atonement, and had the additional 
joy of seeing her profess her first 
vows as a Sister of the Atonement 
in October. 

And now, Father has received per 
mission from the Apostolic Delegate 
to celebrate three Masses on Sunday 
at Newman Hall. This year Father 
Ronald has secured the services oi 
the Seminarians from Theological 
College at Catholic University, to 
lead the congregation in the recitation 
of the Dialogue Mass. Ten students 
at the University are resident at New- 
man Hall this year, among whom are 
three dental students and four medical 
students. This vear has seen the 
largest number of medical students 
who are graduates of Catholic Col- 
leges ever to attend Howard. 

Father Gregory, S.A., who is Rector 
of our Atonement Seminary at Cath- 
olic University, is currently deliver 
ing a series of lectures in Church 
History to an overtlow audience at 
Newman Hall. 

Final word has it that Father 
Ronald, in addition to all his other 
duties, has been appointed chaplain 
to the nurses at Freedman’s Hospital 
where he is arranging a_ series on 
Catholic ethics for the nurses and 
Catholic doctors. Tt 


As WE GO to press the 
following letter was received by Fa- 
ther General from Cardinal Agagia- 
nian, who had returned to Boston, 





Chair of Unity Prayers 


where he is the guest of His Excel 
lency, Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing 
Archbishop of Boston. Here is the 
Cardinal's letter 

“My dear Father Angelus: I cannot 
t« ll you how happy | was to be able 
once again to visit the holy mountain 
of Father Paul and to visit, at your 
invitation, the spiritual sons of this 
great and holy man. Truly in these 
pious surroundings | feel myself at 
home. 

I am grateful to you for your good 
ness in gathering together so many 
of your neighboring priests so that I 
might bless them and their work. 
Your own unique apostolate is one 
which, as you know, has been the 
object of my attention for many vears 
and I cannot fail to be inspired anew 
with each new visit to the wonderful 
Graymoor. 


Your generosity once again deserves 





At the Banquet 


my special gratitude and I assure you 
that your intentions will find a place 
always in my prayers. 
With every blessing, 
Gregory Peter XV, 
Cardinal Agagianian.” t 


We nave nap a letter 
from our Novice Master at our Lady 
of the Atonement Novitiate, Valley 
Falls, R. 1, asking us to appeal to 
our LAMP readers for something which 
is needed very much. Father Andrew 
comes with his tin cup in hand, to 
ask if some of our readers would help 
to purchase an organ for the Novitiate 
Chapel. The one which is there now 
is a hand-me-down, and has been 
handed down just about as far as it 
will go. It wheezes in a very asthmatic 
manner and is more of a hindrance 
than a help. It is of the greatest 
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Blessing New Statue of St. Pius 


importance that the Novices be trained 
in the Gregorian Chant, and that they 
learn to sing the music for High Mass 
and for the various ceremonies which 
form so important a part of our Reli 
gious Life. 

It would be a wondertul memorial 
for a departed relative or friend if 
one ot our readers would donate the 
organ to the Friars. However, our 
experience has taught us that this 
rarely happens. It is always the 
“widow's mite” that is forthcoming 
and which has dome SO much for the 
growth of Gravmoor and its activities 

Therefore ; We are asking our re aders 
who might like to do so, to contribute 
to the purchase of the organ which 
we hope will be in the Novitiate 
( hapel ere long The one Father 
Andrew has in mind is an electric 
one, complete in one unit, which will 
cost $1403. It is a Baldwin product 
and would be ideal for the uses to 
which it must be put in the Novitiate. 
We would be more than grateful if 
someone could present it as a memo- 
rial, or if our many Lamp readers 
might help us to purchase it. For 
any further information you may write 
to Father Andrew, S.A., Our Lady of 
the Atonement Novitiate, Valley Falls, 
Rhode Island. t 


Axp wie we are 
mentioning St. Christopher's Inn, may 
we add that we would be grateful 
for any good useable clothing for the 
men at the Inn. With the winter upon 
us, there is great need for good, warm 
clothing. We would appreciate any- 
thing you may be able to send us. 
Whatever is left over will be sent 
to the Missions. Just send the clothing 
to St. Christopher's Inn, Graymoor 
Garrison, N. Y. t 
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Happy Birthday EF 


Br rHe Curist-cHiLp should suddenly appear in the midst of one of New 
York’s super-duper department stores, during the mad Christmas shopping 
rush, He most probably would wonder the whys and wherefors of all the 
hustling, bustling, hawking and huckstering. 

Riding down on one of the escalators in the World’s Largest Emporium, 
Stacy's. He would see the lower floor black with people, mostly women, 
looking like a lot of ants all trying to get into one aisle at the same time. 





Most of whom would be walking around with a glazed look in their eyes, 
and a frown on their faces, burning with the big question of the hour f 
“Whatever shall | get my Great Aunt Wilhemina for Christmas? She has 
everything!” These are the Christmas pilgrims on their yearly pilgrimages 
to the great commercial shrines of New York’s department stores, in search 
of a great big something for as little as possible. 

Over the heads of the shoppers on the tops of the long glass-walled 
display cabinets, He would see an animated Santa Claus, bearing an illumi 
nated sign “Take the children to see Santa—He’s in the North Pole on the 
Sixth Floor—All elevators go to Toyland.” The Christ-Child would search 
in vain for even a small sign that would tell the visitors to visit the Christ- 
Child on any floor. Reindeer with “red-noses,” gaudy bells and gaily cavort- 
ing elves, all supposedly helping New Yorkers to get ready for December 
the twenty-fifth, would greet Him from every side. And overhead, He would 
see a banner flung against the high tinseled ceiling. bearing a strange device 
with five terse words emblazoned upon it “Only ten more shopping days.” 

As a grown man, Christ stood looking down upon the golden city of 
Jerusalem, aad He wept over it, because it had not recognized the Son of 
God who had descended to the earth to fill up the void of the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple with His Living Presence. And now, the Christ-Child 
would weep the bitter tears of Childhood because the world has forgotten 
that December, the twenty-fifth is His Birthday. The day on which He came 
into the world, and not to be overshadowed by the coming of Santa Claus, 
or any other kind of good fairy! 

The tour weeks before Christmas is the time that should be given over to 
spiritual revaluations of everyone who calls himself a Catholic. This is the 
season to rekindle the flame of the baptismal candle that was lit for us 
during our rebirth in Christ. Our godparents speaking for us, promised to 
“renounce the devil and all his works,” and unless we refurbish the flame 
of our baptismal candles frequently, we will find that they become choked 


Why has the world forgotten { 


that in reality Christmas Day 


is the birthday of the Christ Child 










































y Baby Jesus! 


oe 


with the carbon of materialism, and indifferentism, and burn so low as to 
be hardly seen. Christ the Light of the World is about to be born, let us 
light the candles of our faith from His flame, and place them beside the red 
sanctuary lamps of the hearts of Mary and Joseph, the first vigil lamps, be 
fore the First Manger. 

The Church year is beginning another liturgical calendar, and she begins 
the cycle with the Christ-Child in the darkness of His first tabernacle be- 
neath Marys heart. So we must go with the Child and take a new begin- 
ning deep within the darkness of the confessional, slough off the old self, 
and thrust the candles of our faith deep into the fountainhead of the Church 
and draw up new spiritual life and sustenance. The old self will wither 
awav to emerge new born with the new-born Christ-Child. 

This is the kind of preparation that the Infant wants for His Birthday, 
but since the Reformation, the world has been steadily trying to wean its 
inhabitants away from Christ, and in His place it has tried and succeeded 
with a great degree, to substitute a great craze for materialistic things, es- 
pecially during the holy season prior to Christmas. 

We Catholics have fallen into error by allowing ourselves to be lured 
away from the central theme of Christmas which is Christ. Generations of 
little ones have grown up with the Santa Claus myth that was substituted 
so dettly for the Baby Jesus and it is up to us, Catholic parents, to restore 
our little ones to Him, and all that His Birthday really stands for. Christ- 
mastide is the time for the restoration of the Church Liturgy to the home 
and the family. 

From the earliest history of Christianity, the Nativity of Our Lord has 
been symbolized by a burning candle, as in St. Luke (2-32) “A light of 
revelation to the Gentiles and a glory for thy people Israel.” In our homes 
we can symbolize the coming of Christ-the-Light by putting a large white 
candle into a candle stick, and draping around it a piece of white or blue 
silk. like a little cape. This candle represents Mary, our Immaculate Mother, 
who bore the Eternal Light of the World. 

The home shrine during December should be bare of all ornamentation. 
having only the Mary candle and an empty manger, as the focal point for 
the family’s eyes in the days before Christmas. 

Now is the time for the little ones to write their Christmas letters, not 
to Santa Claus, but to the Christ-Child, in which they tell Him what 
they are going to give Him for Christmas, and what (Cont. on page 20) 
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Christmas is the feast that charms and delights us. 


Above all it is the joyous feast of the Babe of Bethlehem 


and the feast of Mary, His holy and lovely Mother 


CuristMas 1s A FEAST that charms and delights us 
a day whose fascination and enchantment seem to 
increase with the passing years. It is a day of breath- 
taking JOY for the children as they gather round the 
lighted trees and open their gifts. It is also a day 
of joy, reserved and peaceful, for adults who recall 
the memories of past years, who seek to fill the 
hearts of children with a joy that only the young 
can experience. 

But above all Christmas is the joyous feast of the 
birth of the Babe of Bethlehem, and also the feast 
of His holy and lovely Mother. The angels sing 
their melodies in the heavens and the shepherds 
come with haste to adore the Infant King; St. Joseph 
gazes on the holy scene with adoration and sincerest 
love. But these noble characters fade into the back- 
ground and the figures of Jesus and Mary dominate 
the holy event—Christmas is the feast of the Divine 
Child and His Holy Mother 

And should it not be so? For the Son of God 
became incarnate for the glory of the Father and 
for the love of men. Mary was predestined from all 
eternity as the masterpiece of God's creative love 
the most beautiful of creatures, but the humblest 
of all the daughters of Eve. For the mystery of 
Bethlehem is the divine love story of God and it 
centers around Jesus and Mary 

Throughout the centuries learned and holy men 
have sought to extol the glories of the Child and 
His Mother. For no mother ever loved so tenderly 
and no child was worthy of such noble and exquisite 
love. Perhaps one of the most striking tributes in 
honor of the Incarnation and the most beautiful 
homage to the Virgin Mary has come from St. 
Ephrem of Edessa (306-373) surely a great doctor 
in that magnificent fourth century of ecclesiastical 
history, and perhaps the most enlightened deacon 
in the annals of the Church. His exclamations are 
filled with wonder and holy joy, like those of St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux and St. Francis of Assisi. His 
words reflect a deep appreciation of the mystery 
of the Incarnate Word; that God became a child to 
win the love of men. “The Virgin has invited me to 
sing of her mystery, which I contemplate with awe,” 
he begins. Then he adds: “Grant me, O Son of God, 
Thy wondrous gift, that I may enrich my harp and 
depict the image most beautiful of Thy Mother. 
Let the whole order of virgins rejoice in Mary be- 
cause she alone of them so disposed herself that 
she might bring forth the Hero that bears up all 
creation, by whom the human race that groaned 
under slavery, has been set free.” 


Then the saint shows the paradox of the birth of 
the divine Child, the divine riches and human pov 
erty, divine power and human weakness. He indi- 
cates too his keen understanding of the humanity 
of Jesus. “Blessed art Thou, Mary, daughter of the 
poor, because Thou hast become the Mother of the 
Lord of kings. The divine Virgin lays Him on 
her bosom and exulting with joy, sings to Him her 
lullabies... . Very discreet were her blandishments; 
when others were present, she caressed Him as an 
Infant, but when they were gone, she adored Him 
As she nursed the Child, 
she caressed Him, fondled and embraced Him, and 


as the Lord of majesty. . . . 


then adored Him, saying: “Bid me, My Master, em- 
brace Thee. Since my Son Thou art, with nursery 
rhymes will [ soothe Thee. 

Then he turns to the Child Himself and with 
sentiments of great tenderness, he states: “Who can 
look at Thee and not taste how sweet Thou art? 
See thy tiny hands bound in swaddling bands. thy 
little feet beating . 


art Thou. . 


Ah ves, indeed, all loveable 
And surely anyone who has seen and 
held a small baby can understand the thought of 
the loving saint. Surely too we today can seek to 
penetrate the loving kindness of God which has 
shown His love in the winsome form of a child 

Before the cave of Bethlehem there is no need for 
apologetics, tor dogmatic proofs, for argumentation 
and discussion. Men do not need to be overwhelmed 
with proots but with the grace of God. They need 
to put aside the worries and cares that are the bur- 
den of daily life, for at least Christmas Day—and 
think only of the beauty and love of the Son of God 
who became a Babe to win men’s hearts 

The meaning of the Saviour’s birth is shown rather 
dramatically in the ceremonies celebrated in Bethle- 
hem today. The Latin patriarch (highest ranking 
prelate of the Latin rite in Jerusalem) offers the 
solemn Mass of the Nativity at midnight. Afterwards 
the procession descends the 16 steps to the crypt 
lighted by 53 silver lamps. The gospel story of the 
Nativity is sung once more until the words: “And 
she brought forth her first-born Son and wrapped 
Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a man- 
ger. Then the patriarch carries the image of the 
Child down the three steps to place it in the man- 
ger. Nearby in the marble floor are inscribed the 
words: Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christus natus 
est— “Here Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin 
Mary.” How true is the comment of the great Bene- 
dictine of the nineteenth century, Dom Prosper 
Gueranger: “Heaven opens over (Cont. on page 20) 


BY TITUS CRANNY, S.A. 
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GREAT LITTLE ONE 

From page 18) this spot of earth 
which men call a Stable: and from it 
there mounts to the throne of the 
Eternal Father, the first prayer, the 
first tear, the first sob, of this, His 
Son, our Jesus, who thus begins to 
prepare for the world’s salvation 

St. Ephrem, true to his 
heritage, uses the imagery of fire and 
light, in another remark about the 
Madonna and Child. “Mary carried 
Fire in her hands and embraced the 
Flame with her Blessed art 


Eastern 


arms. 
Thou, O Mary, because from thee 
came forth that single Ray which 


cast the very sun into darkness!” 
Word 
flesh is not just a pious tale from the 
edification of 


The mystery of the made 
children; not just a 
holy legend. It is the vreatest event 
in the history of the world, a truth 
which involves the whole world of 
creation. Men cannot be complacent 
in their regard for the Christ Child. 
They cannot smile indulgently at the 
figure of the Mother of God. They 
need to fall on their knees and let 
the truths of faith penetrate deeply 
into their souls, to realize that this 
Child is their God and His Mother 
is their Mother. 

Jesus has set the very stars dancing 
in the heavens and poised the planets 
in their orbits. He has created all the 
marvels of the universe, established 
the Church as the one 
salvation and died for love of men 


means of 


upon a cross of shame and _ sorrow. 
All this He did for men—but first He 
became a Child to win their love. 
The Saviour is a Babe—but He has 
lived before the universe was created. 
He is helpless, like any Child, but 
more powerful than all the armies of 
the earth; He is so tiny, but stronger 
than the legions of angels. Jesus is 
homeless, for He is born in a Cave. 
It is not His home, but that of ani- 
mals. He had no home when He was 
born that He might find a home in 
the hearts of men. “For as many as 
Him He them the 
power to become the sons of God.” 


received gave 

Two thousand years ago in a de- 
spised area of the Roman empire, in 
the province of Syria, a young Mother 
gave birth to a boy Child. All history 
revolves about this event—it is the 
beginning of an era, the inauguration 
of a culture that has transformed the 
world, the origin of an earthly life 
that has attracted and changed the 
lives of countless millions of followers. 

At that same time when the Saviour 
of men chose to be born of His holy 
Mother, the powers of Rome had 
subdued the earth; her armies had 
swept on to one conquest after an- 
other, her navies scoured the seas, 
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her coffers were bursting with tribute 
Very tew disposed to look to 


a cave in Palestine as the 


were 
means of 
their salvation 

attitude of indifference 
on the part of the high and mighty is 
true today. Men do not look to Beth 
lehem as a source of peace 
solation, of joy and happiness 


seek for 


joy in dissipation, and wonder why 


| he Salm 


and con 
Phe \ 


1 pleasure tor 


happine ss ol 


earthly rewards do not. satisfy. But 
the divine Child is “our peace” and 
the peace of the whole world. Mary 
is the way to her Son, and she is the 


idk al ot the love that men should 
strive for in their devotion to the 
Saviour of the world For as the 
lovely Mother knelt with adoring love 
before her Son and her God, so 
should every soul, redeemed by the 


PRAY 


that all may be one 
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Blood of Jesus, kneel before the 
Christmas crib and heed the advice 
of the gentle Francis of Assisi: “Let 
us love the Babe of Bethlehem—let 
us love the Babe of Bethlehem.” t 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BABY JESUS 
(From page 17) they hope He will 
bring them for being such good 
children. 

The letters are written and placed 
by the child’s pillow when he goes 
to bed. In the morning, when he wakes 
up, he should find his letter gone, and 
in its place a small empty manger, 
with a little bundle of straw, next to 
it. Every time he makes a small sacri- 
fice for the Christ-Child, he will place 
a piece of straw in the manger, and 
thus by Christmas, the Holy Child 
will find a soft cushion of golden hay 
waiting for Him, when He comes to 
visit on Christmas Eve. 

December is the month when all 


small children should be encouraged 


ONE 





to make the little gitts that they are 
going to give their parents and friends 
1 know it’s much easier to let little 
Bobby and Betty go and buy their 
small presents in the 5 & 10 but a 
gift to be a real gift, should be given 
with the knowledge that 
sonal sacrifice of time and ene rav has 
gone into the making of the 
God, the Father 
fallen mankind to His friendship in 


so p 
me ps 


present, 
could have restored 


many wavs, He sent His only begot 
ten Son to purch ise man’s redemption 
by the shedding of His Blood on Cal 
vary’ s heights. Christ's gift to man 
kind was His own Body and Blood 

As the soul of the 


cleansed of all the cobwebs that have 


family is being 


been allowed to accumulate 
Lent 


from cellar to attic, not as a jewel in 


Since 


so the house should be cleansed 


the housewife’s crown but in readiness 
for the homecoming of the Babe of 
Bethlehem to the bosom of the family 
on Christmas morn. The inns of His 
natal town could find “no room” tor 
Him, but you and your little ones 
have swept and polished every cornet 
so that He will fill it 


up with the great joy and happiness 


' 


of your home, 


ot His coming. 
Christmas brings with it, the mak- 


ing of certain traditional holiday 


dishes, such as mince pie, stollen, 


Most of us 


associate mince pie as being a strictly 


cookies, ete. Americans 
Thanksgiving dish, but we have been 
deceived. The Crusaders coming back 
from the Holy 
them many naturally 
came about that on the feast of Ow 
Lord’s nativity, there should be one 
special dish that contained all the 
spices that were native to His home- 
land. Betore the Reformation, mince 
pie- was made in England only tor the 


Land brought with 


spices, so_ it 


Christmas dinner. The pastry was laid 
in an oblong baking dish, in com- 
memoration of the Manger, and was 
filled with all kinds of 
such as chopped beef, suet, raisins, 
apples and 


ingredients 
plenty of spices. The 
whole business was chopped. or 
minced, hence its name, mince pie. 
The minced ingredients were covered 
with a top layer of pastry, upon 
which was placed a pastry figure of 
the Baby Jesus. 

After the Reformation, the Puritans 
living up to their title decided to puri- 
fy Christianity and abolish Christmas 
and mince pie. But the Puritans who 
came to America brought it with them 
but instead of baking it in its old 
oblong “Manger” pan, they baked it 
in a round pan. The Puritans in the 
Massachusettes Bay Colony tried to 
abolish Christmas, so they transterred 
the Christmas dinner (Cont. on page 22) 


by 


LYNN ALEXANDER 


3287 So. Lafayette St., Englewood, Colo. 


Say... HAVE you been hearing bells 
lately? Mmmmm-—me too! And I guess 
it’s legitimate to hear them during 
this beautiful month—tor there are 
jingle bells all over the place! There's 
something about the delicate tinkle of 
music from these little bells that is 
like a_ faint herald for the 
Blessed Eve. 

Once in awhile, by the time we 
slip into our teens, we begin to teel 


silvery 


that Christmas isn’t quite the same. 
While our childish wonder of Santa 
Claus has been replaced by a more 
mature understanding of the real sig- 
nificance of Christmas, a little of the 
personal miracle of Christmas has gone. 
Too, we see much that is inconsistent 
with the spirit of Christmas. The bla- 
tant commercialization is like cheap 
tinsel surrounding the Sacred Eve. We 
hear teens and adults alike deplore 
the “cost” of Christmas and the weari- 
ness of endless days shopping in 
crowded stores. 

It’s true. For the teen, Christmas 
isn't quite the same... unless you 
make it so! The magic is still there. 
It’s waiting to be discovered. The per- 
sonal miracle, the wonder and awe, 
and the feeling of being an integral 
part of the true Christmas spirit is 
there too. In a way, I suspect it’s a 
renewal of the challenge of that first 
Christmas. 

There are many ways that vou and 
I can become an essential part of the 
true meaning of Christmas. Each is 
a boomerang. It brings us at least as 
much joy and happiness as the other 
folks involved. 

One of my favorite Christmas 
“boomerangs” is a Christmas party for 
the Sisters. In Grand Prairie our lovely 





Benedictine Sisters started their holi 
day vacation a few days after Christ 
mas. This meant that they were 
away from their families and Mother- 
house. While their Convent is home, 
still I'm sure nothing can quite take 
the place of being with Mother Su- 
perior, the other Sisters, and their 
all of 
the parishioners—and especially the 
teens—adopt the Sisters. 

Have you ever 


families. So, at Christmastime, 


discovered how 
much fun it is to include a Sister on 
your Christmas list? With some of the 
folks on the list, we're not sure what 
they would like. Not so with Sisters! 
Everything is loved and appreciated! 

If you'd like to plan a Christmas 
surprise party for your Sisters, here 
are a few suggestions: 

(a) Religious objects for the Con- 
vent. There are never too many pic- 
tures, statues, fonts, or accessories for 
the Chapel. And the price range is 
so wide that you have innumerable 
selections! 

(b) Food! If there is one thing that 
all Sisters seem to have in common, 
outside of their vocation, it is this one 
item! Unlike you and me, their diet 
does not call for the delicacies and 
luxury 
items. Popcorn, candy, dates, marsh- 


sweets that are considered 


mallows, assorted nuts, cookies, fruit 
cakes... the list is endless. Too, this 
is a gift that the Sisters can share 
with each other—and I've learned by 
experience that this faculty makes 
a gift all the more appreciated! 

sheets, 
pillow cases, tablecloths, tea towels, 
chinaware, glassware. Many of these 


(c) Practical use items: 


can be homemade. It’s fun to include 
humorous articles along with the more 


useful ones. A fly swatter, delicately 


wrapped a can opener with a funn 
little verse, a rolling pin, an angel 
cake pan all can bring a hearty 
round of laughter! 

d Articles of beauty 


and other plants 


potted ivy 
poinsettia geran 
ums, a small aquarium with fish 

r Recreational items i ping 
pong set bingo set 


books 


time for recretaion—but no one has 


plaving cards 
Sisters dont have unlimited 
more real fun at it than they do! 

Iry it this vear—a surprise party 
for vour Sisters—and youll find that 
its a Christmas vou ll never forget! 

Another wav to bring the real 
Christmas spirit back into this Blessed 
Day is by including the Missions in 
your Christmas giving. As I've men 
tioned betore, this is a favorite pro- 
ject of mine. These workers, so close 
to the heart of the Christ Child, are 
far trom home and are. sacriticing 
each day not just Christmas Dav! 
A Christmas card 
with the simple message “We're re 


for you and me 


membe rng vou and your work In our 
prayers!” is a real gift to these travelers 
in His Vineyard. A bundle of used 
Catholic literature is not only appre- 
ciated but is a real help in the work 
of the Extra and dis 
carded religious articles, used clothing, 


missionary, 


all can 
smile of gratitude 
an unforgettable part of Christmas to 
those across Marv’s blue waters. For 


food that is light in weight. . 
make an humble 


food items, I generally select some 
thing like jello, puddings, cake mixes, 
etc. Remember, most missionaries do 
not have refrigeration. If you would 
like to include a missionary in your 
Christmas this vear, I'll be glad to 
send you a list of names. Just drop 
me a line: Mrs. Lynn Alexander, 2387 
South Lafavette Street, Englewood, 
Colorado, Naturally, there’s no charge 
involved. 

Fun for the neighborhood or school 
group is the simple Christmas party 
where you exchange services. Each 
girl or bov writes the name of a ser- 
vice on a Christmas card, seals it, then 
places the card on the tree. Depend- 
ing on vour talent, your service might 
be “I'll bake you a cake and deliver 
it on Saturday,” “Ill be your chauftew 
any day next week,” “I'll build you a 
pair of wooden book ends for your 
desk and deliver them Christmas Eve,” 
“Ill drive you to Mass each Sunday 
during January.” The possibilities are 
endless!” 

In high school our group always 
made Christmas a bit more special by 
adopting a poor family in the parish. 
During the month of December we 
rounded up all the toys and used 
clothing that we (Cont. on page 32) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY. BABY JESUS 


(From page 20) and its mince 
pie to Thanksgiving, giving rise to 


the tradition that mince pie belonged 
to the November 
Christmas. ; 

Stollen, the bread of 
Germany is a part of our Christmas 


holiday instead of 


Christmas 


and what little one can resist helping 
Mama in adding the 
and sp.ces to the 


And joy of 


citron, raisins 
veast bread dough 


jovs, the dough is shaped 


into the figure of the Infant in Swad 
dling clothes! Historians tell us that 
the modern “gingerbread boy” had 


his beginnings in the Christmas. stol 


len. Th's being just another substitu- 


tion of something secular for some- 
thing religious. 
Simple sugar cookies are mixed, 


rolled and stamped out with much 


vin and vigor by busy little hands. 
And somehow quite a few mys 
teriously find their way into the 
ever empty stomachs of small boys 


and girls! With tongue in cheek and 
Mother's pastry tube, they paint the 
freshly baked cookies with 
stars, and angels to hang on the Christ- 


colored 


mas tree. They may look a little tipsy, 
but the eves of childhood behold them 
as creat works of art 

The month of December should be 
for the whole family the most joyous 
one of the whole The 
world is waiting for the Birth of a 
Baby, and who can be 


year. whole 
sorrowful at 
such a time? We become little with 
the Christ-Child and see all the world 
through the happy dewy eyes of ou 
children. 

December is the month of waiting 
but it brings with it on the sixth day 
of the month, the feast of the great 
Saint Nicholas, who is the real Santa 
Claus. Now is the time to gently rid 
little the Santa Claus 
myth, and explain to them the real 
meaning of Christmas. December, the 


vour ones of 


eighth, the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the 
Candle, or Mary Candle draped in its 
blue mantle 
part. Mary 


and Christmas 

will play a prominent 
bears the little Prince of 
Light who is sleeping, waiting for 


December, the — twenty-fifth rhe 
Catholic child grows up with the 
words “conception and womb” be- 


cause he has learned them from his 
Mother when he learned his prayers. 
On Christmas Eve, a birthday cake 
is baked and iced, in readiness for the 
Nativity of the Christ-Child. The pine 
tree is brought into the house, set up 
and dressed. Then it is blessed by the 
Father of the house, who will repeat 
the blessing again on Christmas day 
after he blesses the crib, and sprinkles 
them both with holy water. 
December has been a busy month 
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but a blessed one because we have 
spent it well, restoring Christ in His 
proper place In our evervday lives 
rhe lights in the Church and in ow 
homes will blaze with glory as we 
come back from the Communion Rail 
the Child clutched to our longing 
hearts, we carry Him home with us, 
to be the Guest of Honor in ow 
Christmas home. Now we light the 


candles on His Birthday Cake and set 
it before the Manger. Around we 
little led by 
our own small ones, we joyously carol 


Birthday Baby Jesus.” t 


MARY AND THE FRANCISCANS 


(From 


gather our family, and 


“Happy 


page 13) family for the Im 
maculate Mother of God. Friars such 
as Bernardine of Siena, John Capis 
tran and Bernardine de Bustis strove 
tirelessly to promote devotion to Mary 


especially under the title of her Im- 


that all may be one 
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maculate Conception. Pope Sixtus IV, 
a Franciscan conventual, in 1476 es- 
tablished the feast of the Immaculate 


Conception in the calendar of the 
Latin Church and approved a special 
Mass and Office honoring the won 


dreus conception of the Immaculate 
Virgin 

\ General Chapter of the 
ciscan Order 
1621. On this 
Virgin Mary 
Patroness for the three orders in the 
the title of 
the “Immaculate Conception. In 
1806, the Order 
approached the Holy See and _ peti 
tioned that the word “Immaculate” 
be added to the Preface of the Mass 
honoring — the the 
Blessed Virgin request 
Was granted, 

A similar event took place forty 


Fran- 
Was convened again in 
the Blessed 


1 
chosen as the 


occasion 


Was 


Franciscan tamily under 


Franciscan 


conception — of 


Mary. The 


ONE 








vears later when the Order 


once 
again approached the Pontiff. This 
time, Gregory XVI occupied — the 
Chair of the Fisherman. The Pope 
was asked to insert into the litany 
of the Blessed Virgin, the words 
“Queen conceived without original 
sin.” Again the request’ met with 
SUCCESS, 
By the middle of the nineteenth 
century, the Church considered the 
time opportune to define forma!ly 


as an article of faith the Immaculate 
Conception of the Mary 
thereby add jewel to her 
brilliant crown of glory. Pope Pius IX 
was the Pontiff at the time, a devoted 
client of the Mother of God and also 
a member of the Franciscan Order. A 
circular was dispatched to all the 
archbishops and bishops on the feast 
of the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin, 1849, requesting a report of 
the devotion of the clergy and faith- 
this dectrine. The 
reply of nearly 600 bishops in every 


Virgin and 


another 


ful concerning 


part of the Catholic world assured 
the Pontiff that both they and thei 
flocks believed strongly that the 


Blessed Virgin Mary 


from 


was preserved 
and hence 
conceived immaculate. Moreover, the 
bishops desired that the Pope define 
the doctrine solemnly, and thereby 
make it an article of faith. 

After much prayer and study, the 
saintly Pontiff, under the infallible 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, ascended 
the Apostolic Chair on 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1854 to pronounce the doctrine 


every stain of sin 


of the Immaculate Conception as an 
article of faith. The ancient 
of St. Peter filled im- 
pressive assemblage of Cardinals and 
other dignitaries of the Church and 


Basilica 


was with an 


a reverent throng of the faithful 
crowded its spacious naves. When 
the Pontiff arose to define solemnly 
the doctrine of Mary's Immaculate 
Conception, silence reigned in the 
magnificent church. Clearly and 


resonantly, the words of the Pontiff 
pierced the vast throng and went out 
upon the entire Catholic world, pro 
claiming for all time another of the 
glories of Mary. 
: We declare, pronounce and 
define that the Most Blessed Virgin 
Mary, at the first her 


Conception was preserved immacu 


instant of 


late from all stain of original sin, 
by the singular grace and privilege 
of the Omnipotent God, in virtue of 
the merits of Christ, the 
Saviour of mankind, and that this 
doctrine was revealed by God, and 
therefore must be believed firmly 
and constantly by all the faithful.” 
(Ineffabilis Deus) t 
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Christmas month again! The years 
fly, expecially when you have little 
ones of your own. Like all lucky fath- 
ers, of course, old Mr. Outdoors will be 
spending most of this month with his 
own family. They are growing up 
so fast, really. Pat has started school. 
Tim is pretty well the “boss” of the 
street, but fortunately the good Lord 
provided him with a great sense of 
humor and an affable nature to go 
with his hefty four-year-old muscles 
and his potential-footballer’s build. 
And Mary-Ann... last year she was 
told and assured and reassured that 
Santa would leave a dolly under the 
tree, but not till Christmas morning 
did she really belie ve! Then she raced 
for the doll, felt it, hugged it, carried 
it around all day—still not too sure 
the “baby” a product of 
family hypnotism. But this year, she’s 
an old-timer. She knows, too, that 
Santa is coming. 


wasn't just 


early outdoors columns, I 
used to devote a lot of space to the 
“doings” of these three. Lately 1 have 
gone to other topics, feeling, perhaps, 
too much “family” might be boring 
to anyone else but their daddy. But 
for this Christmas again, a great, won- 
derful greeting from us all. 

And next month, you might be 
hearing more about a new member of 
“Mr. Outdoors” household! You can’t 
ask too much more to make life com- 
plete. 


In my 


Oh, sure, they go through a pair of 
shoes (or, more usually, outgrow them) 
about every two or three months. 
They mar the floor with sharp toys. 
Last year, Tim broke a rare apple 
tree (up in Canada, where I live, 
apple trees are hard to grow). Pat's 
favorite posture at mealtime is to put 
his head on the floor, under the table, 
and his feet up on the wall. Tim 
isn't comfortable unless he has both 
feet in my stomach. (We're debating 
whether they're 


born loose-jointed, 


kids descended from a 
trapping father are just bound to be 
restless-legged!) Mary Ann varies be- 
tween models of prim politeness and 
being the worst of the three. But she 
differs from the boys in that all Daddy 
has to do is “get 


or whether 


mad” at her and 
her world’s gone to ruin. (A bull-whip 
wouldn't fizz on the boys.) 

But theyre what make life worth- 
while. Every father knows it. And it 
there’s one thing I should add_ it’s 
that we should always remember it 
You could lose your home, your be 
longings, vour business and all you 
But with a wonderful wife and 
kids, you could start all over again 
and make it, easv' But lose one of 
those—and the sun 


have. 


would be gone 
from the sky, and even the business 
of living would be pretty dull, indeed. 

They are the gifts that were given 
to us. And it is well to remember that 
a gift cannot be ‘sold or bought or 
left unappreciated; and the way to 
say thanks is to keep our hearts for- 


ever full of gratitude. 
a ae 

The First Christmas—There is some 
doubt as to the exact time of the 
year when Christ was born, but if it 
was in December, then it is interesting 
to realize that in the Holy Land there 
Was no snow, no glittering north star, 
no spruce trees! Shepherds watched 
their flocks by night; and for that time 
of the year, probably the grass was 
green, the breezes soft across the 
hills. Brilliant poinsettias were prob- 
ably blooming, for on the other side 
of the world it is summer, not winter! 


7 ba 7 7 


To keep the yule from  burning— 
Much of the happiness of this Christ- 
mas will be lost in fires, for each year 
in the United States alone there are 
more than 1,000 Christmas tree fires. 
The death toll is rising, instead of 
decreasing; in fact, National Safety 


THAT 


Council figures show a rise of almost 
50% in death toll over the past 40 
years. Property damage runs into the 
dollars 


ruined furniture 


millions of most of it) in 
smoke damage, ete. 
There are several simple rules for 
avoiding such Yuletide accidents and 
no one should neglect them 


l. Kee p the 


water, to preserve 


base of the tree in 
freshness, also to 
keep the wood “wet” so that those 
resinous needles do not ignite like a 
gasoline spray. If possible, spray your 
tree with fire-prooting solution. 

2. Don’t overload electrical outlets. 
Use fire-prooted decorations. Unless 
your lights automatically blink on and 
off, shut them off when you go to 
bed: fires. 
At all times, turn them off when no 


overheating causes many 


one is home. 
trom the 
give current, so that 
the plug can easily be pulled in an 
emergency. Don't let 
play “games” 


3. Keep the tree away 
sockets which 


small children 
with the tree—such as 
loosening one bulb in a circuit, then 
making them guess which one will re- 
store the current. They will play the 
game alone and they may 
fatal fire. 

For a period of about 15 days be- 
fore Christmas 
$65,000,000 buving Christmas 
for their home 


cause a 


Americans spend some 
trees 
The day after Christ 


mas, vou couldn't 


even Give them 


' 
away 
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Gift Suggestions: One of these vears 

maybe this one (for this column is 
written before December)—I'm going 
to get up enough courage to do what 


Ive always about 


wanted to do 
That busi 
ness of gifts. The old bromide about 
Mother-in-Law picking an atrocious 
tie for son-in-law and all other male 
relatives makes more sense than hu- 
mor. What else can she get AT 
CHRISTMAS wants to 
mortgage her home? Prices go sky- 
high (shameful how we let ourselves 
commercialize this sacred season) and 
above that, everybody these days, in 
this land, has just about all he really 
needs. I'm no millionaire—and 1 don’t 
own a car, yet—but that last sentence 


Christmas. concerns this 


unless she 


is true. 

How many of us really need an- 
other bunch of ties, aprons, pictures, 
punch bowls, shirts, pajamas (at least 
these are sensible gifts, though!), 
perfumes, chocolates and all the other 
endless items that people give to 
each other BECAUSE THEY HAVE 
to give? And toys! Our kids get, and 
break, more toys on Christmas day 
(plastic things and tin things, run- 
ning from a dollar up) than my brother 
and I got all our (Cont. on page 32) 
ALL MAY BE ONE 
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Consult your newspaper 
for station and time in 
your locality or write to 
Father Director, Ave Maria 
Hour, Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 
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THE HOLY CHILD OF ARACOELI! 


From page 7 Infant, which was 
brought from house to house it one 
time in a gilded papal carriage, now 
in automobile with an escort of 
guards 


Thus on the white altar cloth, be 
fore the casement of the wondrous 
image. there lie hundreds and hun 
dreds ot envelopes notes, and tele 
grams. The pilgrim, who is trying to 
catch his breath after the long and 
laboric us climb may see these let 
ters with their many-colored and un 
familiar stamps, inscribed with inter 
esting and unusual addresses. They 
arrive trom every country: from Italy, 
Germany, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, England, and the United 
States; from Portugal, Spain, Mexico, 
Algeria, Australia, Sweden, Austria, 
Argentina, Greece, Ireland, Vietnam, 
Norway, the Gold Coast, Denmark, 
India, Tunis, and Poland. 

Lately, tor instance, letters have 
been coming from the United States: 
one trom Chicago (To the Santo Bam 
bino, Church of the Aracoeli, Roma): 
another from Baltimore addressed 
simply (Santo Bambino, Aracoeli) : 
another from New York, and others 
from San Francisco, Washington, ete. 

And it is most remarkable, too, how 
the letters do arrive, sometimes with 
such strange addresses that it would 
seem impossible tor the postal author 
ities to know that they were destined 
for the small shrine of the Child of 
Aracoeli 

Letters come in, for example, with 
addresses like the following: To the 
Golden Child, Paradise; Al Santo 
Bambino, Citta del Vaticano; or even 
like one trom Germany: Cehelste 
Santo Bimbambo, Roma. There are 
those, too, addressed to Heaven, such 
as: Santo Bambino, Avenue of the 
Stars, No. 3. Then there are tele- 
graphic addresses like these: Bam 
bino, Roma, or El Bambino, Italia 
Misaddressed letters are also to be 
found like this one: Holy Child of 
Aracoeli, Palestine... Still, none of 
the letters are lost, and every day 
stacks of mail arrive on the altar of 
the little chapel between the presby- 
tery and the sacristy. 

No one opens them, no one reads 
them. The Babe alone knows what 
they contain, and his reply comes back 
through the mysterious ways of grace, 
certainly before the written words are 
transformed into clouds of incense, as 
it were, mounting to the sky when 
the humble Friars of the monastery 
of Aracoeli consign to a crackling bon- 
fire all that correspondence which 
would eventually fall from the over- 
flowing altar of the Holy Child. tT 
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Sr. ANTHONY was very outspoken in 
his preaching He denounced evil 
rulers, usurers, rich men who extorted 
money from the poor. On one occasion 
he even spoke against a prelate who 
was listening to him. At another time 
he said this of a priest who is neg 
lectful of his flock: “He is an idol, be 
CAUSE he has hands for he apmg up 
riches, Lut not for soothing the scars 
which remain from Christ's wounds 
He has teet which he employs in go 
ing forth to better his housing and to 
demand his tribute, but not in taking 
him to speak God's Word; the praise 
ot God Is not heard trom his lips 
What is there in common between the 
Church and such a rotten image?” 


’ ’ 7 ’ 


In THe FAMED basilica of St. Francis 
in Assisi there is a chapel of St 
Anthony. It was built in the early 
part of the I4th century Peter 
dArmaiolo worked on the vault in 
1610 and Girolamo Martelli and Cae 
sar Sermei decorated the walls from 
scenes of Anthony’s life. One paint 
ing shows St. Anthony preaching be- 
fore the Pope; another depicts the 
mirach ot the mule which bowed 
down before the Blessed Sacrament 
when its owner refused to do so. 
The glass in the chapel Is among the 
finest work of Bonino; its enamel 
gives a wonderful brilliance to the 
windows showing scenes from An 
thony’s life. The rose window with 
two rosettes are beautifully deco- 
rated and the whole window is judged 
as the most precious of 14th century 
glass. 


7 7 7 7 


St. ANTHONY'S first encounter with 
the Franciscans was not with the five 
friars bound tor Morocco. The little 
community in the neighborhood of 


PRAY 


that all may be one 
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At St.Anthonw’ 


Coimbra was wont to apply to the 
Canons Regular of St. Augustine tor 
alms. Since Anthony was guest-imas 
ter at the monastery he came in 
contact with the friars and the ideal 
of Francis became known to him. The 
desire to join the band of the Littl 
Poor Man became stronger until whe n 
the hacked remains of the tive mar 
tvrs came back to Coimbra for burial, 
he knew that his lot must be cast 
with those who gave the'r fe on 
the sands of northern Afric. 
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Pore pius xt declared the Blessed 
Virgin under the title of the Immacu 
late Conception, St. Anthony of Padua 
ind St. Francis Borgia to be patrons 
of Portugal. (Mar. 1936 
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THouGu St. Anthony lived more than 
six centuries before the detinition of 
the Immaculate Conception in 1854 
by Pope Pius IX, he seems to have 
taught a personal belief in the doc- 
trine. Mary is a rock, he says, because 
Satan, seeking to sow the seed of in- 
iquity in the world, became aware 
that he could plant no seed (of sin) 
in her. “But from the universal con- 
fession of sin Mary is to be excepted 
of all creatures because she was full 
of grace from the beginning.” The 
reason was “that she might worthily 
bear in her womb. Him who from the 
beginning held the control of the 
universe in His hands.” 
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“IN virtue of the Holy Name Christ 
excels all men and angels because 
at that Name every knee must bow; 
if you preach that Name you will 
soften hard hearts; if you invoke it, 
you will put to flight all evil tempta- 
tions; if you meditate upon it your 
heart will be illuminated; and if you 
read that Name, your mind will be 
satiated.” (St. Anthony, Feast of the 
Circumcision) . 
ee 2 4 


“O cLorious St. Anthony, born under 
the protection of Mary Immaculate, 
on the feast of her Assumption into 
heaven, and consecrated to her at 
a tender age; thou didst vanquish 
the demon by the sign of the cross, 
which thy finger impressed on the 
marble of the church where thou 
wert praying. Oh, we beseech thee, 
obtain for us a tender devotion to 
our Blessed Mother, and the strength 





to triumph over all the attacks of 


our infernal enemy. 
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“O sweet jesus, what is there sweet 
er than Thee? Sweet in thy me 
ory, sweeter than that of honey o1 
any other thing. Thy very Name is a 
name of sweetness, a name of salva 
tion. For what does the Name of 
Jesus signify, if not Saviour? Where 
fore good Jesus, for Thy own sake be 
to us a Jesus—that Thou who gavest 
us the beginning of sweetness, i.e. 
faith, might give us also hope and 
charity, so that living in love we might 
die in Thee and come to Thee.” 
St. Anthony, feast of Purification 
ot Mary. 
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“For sHE saw the Son of God, whom 
she conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
nailed to the cross and suspended be- 
tween thieves... Before she gave 
birth therefore in the Passion of 
Christ, she brought forth a Child in 
the Nativity.”"—St. Anthony. 
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“LIKE sT. PHILIP NERI in later days, 
Anthony's power of reading the heart 
was wonderful, and with this he set 
great value upon the Sacrament of 
Penance. He not only urged it in his 
sermons and privately in person, but 
so great was his zeal for souls that 
he was even transported out of him- 
self and sought sinners in vision. His 
early biographer says of him: ‘While 
the man of God was yet alive, peni- 
tents were wont to come to the Breth- 
ren and declare that the Saint had 
appeared to them as they lay in bed, 
saying, “Rise, Martin’ or ‘Rise, Agnes, 
and go to such a Brother confessing 
such and such a sin, committed in 
such and such a place, which God 
alone knew.”—Father Cuthbert, St. 
Anthony of Padua, 11. 
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Educate 


a worthy boy so that he 
can reach the Altar of God 







Co-operate 
in the Missionary work 
of the Graymoor Friars 


Participate 
in God's Holy work for 
the Salvation of Souls 









You CAN satisfy the charity 
burning in your heart to do all 
of these things. Perl.aps, in 
justice to yourself, you feel that 
you cannot do them right now. 
But by remembering the Gray- 
moor Friars in your will you 
can accomplish all this and 
share in the rewards promised 
by Christ. Keep alive the Chris- 
tian tradition of real charity by 
sharing something with Christ, 
Our Blessed Lord and Saviour 
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AWeres How; 


Merely insert in your will: | give, devise, and 
bequeath to the Friars of the Atonement, Inc., 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum of $ 
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FROHLICHE WEINACHTEN 
(From page 8) out tonight to pick 
the winner in their annual Christmas 
home decorating contest. I have to 
go along to cover the story.” 

‘They give a prize for that?” Ka- 
trina asked 

‘The prize is one hundred dollars.’ 

After dinner Karl lit his pipe and 
settled into his favorite chair. He 
started going through a stack of news 
papers. Most of them were old but 
they were helptul; he studied the 
English words and tried to master the 
pronunciation 

“I wish we could decorate our house 
a little for Christmas,” Katrina said 
“Outside, I mean, like the other 


houses Not to win the prize; | 
couldn't expect that. If lights and 
wiring weren't so expensive,” she 


went on, thoughtfully 

“Ah... huh,” Karl agreed. 

Katrina stood at the front door a 
few seconds, then opened it and ex 
amined the storm door thoughtfully. 
Che upper panel of the outside door 
was divided into eight small squares 
ot glass Suddenly she dashed into 
her bedroom and Was back In a mo- 
ment. 

‘What are you doing, Katrina? 

“You'll see, pa.” She opened the 
storm door and he saw her write on 
one ot the glass panels ma red color 
She wrote two words and two more 
on a second panel 

“Fa. pa,” she called, “how do you 
sav ‘Merry Christmas’ in Czech?” 

Karl laid the newspapers aside 
“Huh? Oh... now let me think. Va 

» no, Vesele \ anoce.” He spelled it 
for her as she wrote. 

He went to the door and saw she 
had written “Merry Christmas” and 
the German “Frohliche Weinachten” 
in two of the glass panels. She was 
using her lipstick to write the words. 
“You see, pa,” she explained, “the 
door is painted green and it will 
give a Christmas effect to write Merry 
Christmas in red, in eight different 
languages, one for each panel.” 

“Ja, Katrina, that is a good idea.” 

“How do you say ‘Merry Christmas’ 
in French?” she asked. 

“French... that would be Joyeux 
Noel.” She wrote that and Karl spelled 
out the Dutch “Vrolijk Kerstmis” for 
the fifth panel. 

“Now... for the other three,” Ka- 
trina said. Karl consulted some of his 
books. Katrina used the Italian “Buon 
Natale”; the Polish “Weslych Swiat”; 
and the Spanish “Feliz Natividad” to 
complete her Christmas door. 

Katrina walked out into the snow 
te inspect her work. “It’s not as pretty 
as the other homes,” she decided, 
“but at least it is (Cont. on page 30) 
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UNANSWERED PRAYERS 

Where do our unanswered prayers go? 
I have been working over 40 years— 
I could be with- 


always where done 


out. I have done good work (admit- 
tedly), tried to do the decent and 
courteous thing by everyone, but 


never can be placed where I can be 
secure. I know “all good things will 
come to us in Heaven,” 
need a job in Heaven, and I need one 
desperately My responsibilities 
not decreased with the years. 
They are even greater now. Is it too 


but we wont 


now. 


have 


much to ask God (I have prayed with 
all the prescribed conditions of proper 
prayer) to give me the job which I 
am presently seeking—where I would 
be needed, appreciated, secure, 
and happy? Or at least some kind of 
a lift for our worried family? 


loyal 


In the 


dressed to 


first place no prayers ad- 
God go unanswered. Every 
and every 
God. It 


frequently God does not give us ex- 


aspiration petition is an- 


swered by is true that very 


actly what we ask for and the rea- 
son for that is that often we ask for 
things that in one way or another 


would do us harm. 

When we ask God for something in 
prayer we always ask it if it be ac- 
cording to his Holy Will. 

You 


ask God to give 


ask whether it is too much to 
you the job you are 
No, it is 
much to ask God to give 


not too 
you that job. 
But if you obtained that particular 
know that it 
as well ; 


Why 


hands of 


pre sently seeking. 


position how do you 
would suit you in fact 
think it would. 
leave things in the 


Actually He 


particular needs than you do. 


is you 
don’t you 
God? 


about your 


now 


knows more 


You seem to be discouraged be- 
cause you have not received from 
God everything that you desire, be- 
cause you are missing some things 
that you think you ought to have. 

Why don’t you look at the other 


side of the picture for a few moments. 
Count your blessings. Everything that 
you have, every bit of happiness you 
enjoyed, advantage that has 
been yours for the past forty years 
has come from God. You might feel 
that He has not been as generous 
with you as He has been with others 
but still you must admit, that even 
though this might possibly be true, 


every 





God has been extremely kind and 
good to vou. Once again, count your 
blessings 
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SMOKING . Is a person allowed to 
smoke before going 
Yes. The fast 


prohibits us from eating o1 


to Communion? 


before Comm nion 


drinking 
anything 

midnight. 
fast 


pipe 


' 
except) piain water from 
Smoking does not break the 
because a cigar, cigarette or a 


is neither food nor drink. 
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MOTHERS OF FAMILIES .. . Is 
there any saint who was the mother 
of about eight children and did noth- 
ing extraordinary? 

There 


certainly must be = several 


mothers of large families who have 
raised to the altars of the 
Church. Unfortunately, the 
that I can think of have 
traordinary people. For 


there is St. Elizabeth of 


been 
only ones 
been CX- 
instance, 
Hungary 


November 19) who had three chil- 
dren. There is St. Monica (May 4) 
who also had three children, the most 


famous of whom was St. 
the Doctor of the 
there was St. Brigid of Sweden (Octo- 
ber 8). Now St. Brigid had eight 
children but she was an extraordinary 
She founded a 
famous for her 


Augustine 
Church. Then 


woman. Monastery 


and is visions and 
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that all may be one 
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itherine of 


fourth daughter was 
St. ¢ Sweden (March 24 
And finally we have St Jain d 
Chantal August 21). She had to 
children, but she is extraordinary too 
She is the foundress of the Order of 
the Visitation 

My personal opinion is 
Mother herself 
fill your request for 
an ordinary life 
Child, she 


for a 


revelations 


that the 
best 
a saint who led 
Although she had only 
is the 


Blessed would 


one best patroness 


housewife and a mother be- 


cause she did all of the extraordinary 
things out of extraordinary love for 
God. 
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MIRACLE OF BLOOD .. . Can you 
tell me something of St. Januarius 
and the liquefaction of his blood? 

St. Januarius was the Bishop of 
Benevento and he was beheaded neal 
Naples in 305 during the persecution 
under Diocletian. At the was 
beheaded, two vials of his blood were 
collected and are now preserved in 
the Cathedral at Naples. Three times 
ceremonies in honor of St. 
held. When the vials 
to the head of St. 
Januarius, which is also preserved in 
the Cathedral, the blood which nor- 
mally is dry and hard becomes liquid 
and even bubbles. 

Reliable that the 
blood has been turning to liquid at 
least once every Ve ar for the past tive 
or six centuries 


There 


time he 


a yeal 
Januarius are 
are brought close 


records show 


is a tradition that some dis- 


aster, such as a p'ague or an eruption 
of Mt. Vesuvias, has befallen the 
City in each year that the blood did 


not liquefy. 


LEONINE PRAYERS ...I_ have 
heard that the prayers said after Mass 
are said for the conversion of Russia. 
Is that true? 

Yes, that is true. These prayers after 
Mass were ordered said by Pope Leo 


XIII in 1884, Originally they were 
said for the settlement of the Roman 
Question. That question was settled 


by the Treaty of the Lateran in 1929. 

In 1930 Pope Pius XI directed that 
these prayers then be said for the in- 
tention that tranquillity and freedom 
to profess the faith be restored to the 
people of Russia. 
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It isn’t enough to be friendly with your neighbors. 


If you want to pass along the most precious thing you have 
you have to let them know that you are a Catholic 


Tuer OTHER pay at Mass, during the Epistle, I had 
a feeling that St. Paul had come right down the 
centuries and was talking to me, personally—when 
he said, “Behave yourselves honorably among the 
pagans; that, whereas they slander you as evildoers, 
they may through observing you by reason of your 
good works glorify God...Be subject to every 
human creature for God's sake... For such is the 
will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men.” 

Apparently converts had it just as tough nineteen 
hundred years ago as they have today—well, tougher, 
of course, since “the ignorance of foolish men” these 
days, at least in our own country, does not lead them 
to throw us in boiling oil, or crucify us. But then, as 
now, the problem seems to have been one of igno- 
rance, prejudice, lack of understanding of Catholli- 
cism; and the solution, now as then, seems to be to 
teach others to respect the Catholic Faith through 
their respect and liking for a Catholic person—you! 

How often, it seems, you meet some one who 
savs he has never before known a Catholic; and is 
so surprised that you are one. Yet there are well 
over thirty million Catholics in the United States! 
The fact is, nearly everybody knows lots of Catholics, 
but—doesn't know they are Catholics. They never 
mention it. This is often true of a friendly neighbor 
or grocery clerk, schoolteacher or government official 
—and it used to be true of many well-known movie 
stars and important statesmen. In the past few years, 
though, Catholic movie stars have been broadcasting, 
or televising, their Catholicism, and at the same time 
(for the most part) “behaving themselves honorably 
among the pagans” of Hollywood. So that stars like 
Loretta Young, Bing Crosby and Irene Dunne are 
doing a great deal to persuade their admirers to 
“glorify God.” 

It isn't quite enough to be friendly and kind to 
all your neighbors, and to practice your religion 
faithfully; if you really want to pass along the most 
precious thing you have, your faith, you also have 
to mention it, so people will know what makes you 
the kind of person you are. There are all sorts of 
opportunities, but instead of seeking them out, we 
are more apt to avoid them. Unconsciously, we are 
often aware or even afraid of the “ignorance of 
foolish men” about Catholicism; so instead of show- 
ing them how wrong they are, we avoid mentioning 
our religion. 

A few summers ago I went back to a vacation 
resort where I used to go as a child, and when I 
was there I told the manager of the hotel, who has 
always been very fond of me, that I wrote articles 


for Catholic magazines. He was a Southerner, brought 
up in a strictly Pretestant community, and although 
a naturally kind and fairly intelligent man, he has 
been completely blinded as far as religion went by 
the local prejudices. So he said, “A smart girl like 
you writing for Catholic magazines? Well, I guess 
the Catholics haven't got brains enough to write 
them themselves.” 

Ot course I sizzled—and I was all set to wham an 
answer right back at him: “It so happens that my 
brains have led me into the Cath:.tic Church.” But 
I didn't say it—that way. I swallowed my wrath and 
said quietly, “I am a Catholic now, myself.” 

I expected him to blow up, as he certainly would 
have if I'd fired back my first sarcastic retort—and 
as many of my other friends and relatives have when 
I first told them of my conversion, no matter how 
gently. But he didn’t blow up; he just swallowed, 
stared at me for a minute, and said nothing at all. 
Our friendship was resumed, and the matter was 
not referred to again, although I have heard this 
same man arguing religion heatedly with other 
people. He did rather anxiously hand me a Protestant 
tract to read a few days later, and I handed him 
back a Catholic “Question Box.” Apparently it fas- 
cinated him—have you ever noticed how curious 
prejudiced people are about Catholicism? You can 
easily put that curiosity to work, to lead them toward 
God, by lending them a Catholic magazine, or even 
leaving one on a bus or restaurant table. Many of 
my own foolish ideas about Catholics were cleared 
up by something I read in a Catholic magazine. 

I can't say that friend of mine will ever become 
a Catholic, but at least he'll never say again, “I’ve 
never met a Catholic,” nor “all Catholics are stupid!” 
He knows I have a rather high IQ! 

We should always be asking ourselves, whether 
we are shining lights in the public eye or just talking 
to a neighbor, “Am I being a good advertisement 
for the Faith? And have I labelled the product I'm 
advertising?” It wouldn't do much good to give out 
samples of the best strawberry preserves that any- 
body ever tasted unless they had a name _ people 
could ask for when they went to the store to buy 
some for themselves. 

You don't have to wear a label which says “I am 
a Catholic”; but you'll have plenty of Sundays to 
mention that you are going, or have been, to church 
(eight or nine o'clock Mass will proclaim you a 
Catholic! ). You have once a week at least to make 
a good-humored remark about fish, which will tag 
you for sure. You can take a stand on an issue 
like euthanasia or divorce with (Cont. on page 30) 
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SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 


A MEAL BOND 


MAKES AN IDEAL 


— Christmas Gilt 


It feeds and shelters the Poor of God in this life and benefits the recipient of 
the bond unto life everlasting. St. Christopher's Inn which receives the offering 
for Meal Bonds served 13,577 meals in the month of September of this year. 
The number of meals served each month will increase through the fall and 


winter months. 


Some of our benefactors are arranging for Meal Bonds to be sent to their 
friends as Christmas gifts. Others are having the Gregorian set of Masses 
which accompanies each Meal Bend offered for the soul of a loved one. You 
can give no greater gift to your friends for Christmas than a spiritual gift. 

The Meal Bond and the Gregorian Masses are explained in this issue 


of The Lamp on the inside front cover. 
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LABEL YOUR PRODUCT 

(From page 29) dignity and an ap- 
peal to Catholic authority—which may 
lead to an explanation of same! In 
Lent or Advent you will have op- 
portunities to explain why you aren't 
going to a show, or having a between- 
meal snack. 

In fact, the only time vou should 
avoid mentioning that you are a Cath- 
olic would be when vou were making 
a catty or profane remark, cutting 
someone's throat in a dishonest: busi- 
ness deal, or laughing at God. t 





FROHLICHE WEINACHTEN 
(From page 26) something difter- 
ent. If we leave the porch light burn 
ing, people will be able to read it 
from the. street.” 

“It is nice, Katrina,” Karl agreed. 
“And with all the different people 
here many of them will be able to 
read Merry Christmas in their native 
tongue. ” 

Don Sterling rang the doorbell early 
next morning. A fat leather case was 
slung over his shoulder. “I noticed 
your unusual Christraas decoration 
last evening,” he said. “It’s nice. In 
fact I think it’s so nice I want to 
take a picture of it; maybe I can 
make a feature story out of it.” 

“You may take a picture,” Katrina 
smiled. Karl agreed, “Ja, go ahead.” 
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“Your idea?” Don looked at Ka- 
trina, 

“Yes, but pa knows four languages 
...that made it easy. I thought 
people of ditferent nationalities might 
like it. Anyway, we couldn't: afford 
expensive lighting.” 

“T see.” Don said. “Oh, by the way, 
Katrina, would you mind standing be 
side the door; Ud like to get you in 
the picture. A pretty girl always adds 
appeal to any picture. 

“Flatterer.” But Katrina posed as he 
directed 

“Now smile your prettiest.’ 

Katrina smiled and blinked at the 
flash bulb as he snapped the shutter. 

“I drove up this street with the 
fellows from the chamber of com- 
merce Jast night,” Don said. “I called 
their attention to your decorated door. 
Fhey all thought it was really a novel 
idea.” He made an adjustment) on 
the camera before he added, “You 
didn't win the prize, though.” 

“LT didn’t expect to,” she said. 


° ° ° 


Karl and his family finished their 
Christmas Eve dinner early. “Shall 
we go into the living room?” Karl 
said. “I have a few presents for vou, 
mama, and you, Katrina. It isn’t much 
re 

“You shouldn't have done that,” 
Emma Hochman said, “when we can't 
afford to spend the money.” 


ONE 


Karl led her int 
the other room. “Mavbe things will 
work out. And if they don't, let us tr 
to make this a Happy Christmas any 


‘Cheer up, mama 


wats 
Katrina added brave- 
ly Lets not give up hope 


“Y¥¢ S., Thama 


Phe \ hac splurged on al small 
spruce ¢ hristmas tree Karl reached 
under the tree for the packages he 
had put there for Emma and Katrina 
when he saw that two additional aitts 
lav there Ihe cards revealed they 
were for him. “Oh, thank you,” Karl 
said 

\ wild pounding on the storm cdloor 
attracted their attention 

Who can that be? Karl asked 

Katrina bounded to the door and 
held it open. A tall figure loaded 
with oddly shaped bundles barely 
made it into the living room. Then 
one package began slipping; he 
grabbed for it, lost his balance and 
sprawled onto the rug. His parcels 
rolled in all directions. Snow from his 
galoshes splattered Katrina 

He raised his head and brushed 
his hair out of his eves. “Merry Christ 
mas, folks,” Don Sterling said. “Sure 
hope that long package over there 
didn’t break. Nope, guess it didn't 
I don’t see any liquid running out.” 

“Don, are you hurt?” Katrina bent 
down to help him. 

“No . . . just my dignity,” he 
laughed. “Help me with these pack- 
ages. Looks like I'm just in time. | sec 
you were opening Christmas gifts. 

After thev had gathered up the 
hundles he handed one to Karl, one 
to Emma, and another to Katrina 
They accepted them gratefully and 
murmured “Thanks.” From another 
wrapping he produced a tall bottle ot 
red wine. From the next came Christ 
mas cookies with a generous portion 
of pfetferneusse. “And here in this 
package is something you should really 
enjoy,” Sterling said. “I found a meat 
market that had real old) fashioned 
German blut wurst for sale; [ know 
you people like that.” 

Katrina finally found words to say, 
“Don, we just don't know what to say 
to you for trying to make our Christ 
mas a little happier. Why did you do 
this?” 

“Oh, IT have a selfish motive.” he 
said. “I have no relatives here and I 
sort of like you folks. I'd like to 
spend Christmas with yvou...if I'm 
invited.” 

“You are more than welcome,” 
Karl said. “We can never repay you 
for your kindness.” 

“You don’t even have to think about 
that. Now, I really have some news. 
I wrote a feature story about your 
Christmas door, (Cont. on page 32) 
































Rare today 

is a book like this . . . 

a biography 

in the great tradition, 
rich in character 

and incident; 

in thought and emotion. 
It tells the 


engrossing story of 





a strongly marked man, 
of his conflicts and 
the intertwining of lives in 


the past half century. 











| 


A masterful portrait of 


| With him, you will ve J a sensitive and imaginative 
| through the birth : 
| of Graymoor, with its 1 man whose integrity and 
| laughter and tears... you 
will finish his story : " " LU 

with the mact tte. | faith stand preserved today 
| too were not able 
| aed agree Plastic bound $150 Cloth bound $400 
| 


in the heroic struggle 


of Father Paul of Graymoor. Postage paid to anywhere in the United States and Canada 





Father Paul of Graymoor 
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Wy aE ae, ta) ar, Lat) Caan NS FROHLICHE WEINACHTEN fore. only to be told that “this sort 


{ \ From page 30) Katrina, | empha of person has squandered his money 
4 Necrology f 


, sized the fact that Karl knows fow that if you give him a_ 10-dolla 
} languages The story ind the pic bill he'll hit for the nearest bar, come 
LY y) tures I took went to a national syndi home drunk, kick the cat and abuse 


\ cate Phe Associated Press took the the kids. I just don't believe it. It’s 


aN 


story and sent it to its papers and it the old argument that peopl 


i | 
‘ May thet % was published practically all over poor because theyre not thrifty 
7 the United States. Long distance calls smart or ambitious. Bosh! The poor ot 
souls y have been coming all dav, and up to the world, on the whole. are the salt 
veil tn freace ; 


Fm 


N the present time there have been — of the earth, the elite of heaven. And 
several good jobs offered, including much of the time, they are poor either 


e 


a house to move into. We have even because their hearts are bigger than 


y had a call from an official in the U.S their pocketbooks—or througn adverse 


state department; there is a chance social and economic conditions over 


ma Ca 


4 ie A nag: cyan Rall yr sagen N) they may want to use vour know! which thev have no control 
. departed, and particularly the de- t edge of languages Phe spirit of Christmas is giving 
\ ceased subscribers and their near f Karl looked at Don, then offered not to those who have, but to those 
relatives whose deaths have been y his hand; his grip spoke louder than) who have not. Why haven't we guts 
f reported to us last month, Thirty words. Katrina beamed happily enough to cut out the commercitilism 
4 Masses will be said for them. N Oh that isnt all Don brought i acl the vive-because-l gotta DUSI 
d o) long envelope from his pocket “The ness and give with a glad heart 
\ Monsignor John J. Stanley, John * chamber of commerce decided Ka ind a kind smile. to neighbors who 
f Kelly, Charles A. McDonald y trina’s Christmas decoration was so have so much less than we have of 
\ Florence Scheerer, John Duval unusual and outstanding that they this world’s goods? 
e Philip Talarico, James Harkins voted to give it a special award. Here Phat would be my idea of a Chris 
5 


is their check for $100.00." He gave tian Christmas. And again. that is 


d Clarence Sullivan, Sanford Eat ‘s 
* 
y the envelope to Katrina. “It is made what Mh Outdoors wishes \ mall 


on, Emilie Martin, George Stock 


f John J. Macdonald, John Osmek out to vou this month + 
4 Mrs. Bernard A. Skinner, Sis \ Don reached for the bottle of wine —_—__— 
9 ter Martha, Michael J. Walsh f and broke the seal. Karl noticed the TEEN TOPICS 
Rev. William O'Farrell, Sadi 2 ) | } 
* young man was purposely avoiding (From page 21) could find. The boys 
\ Mulcahy, Father Mulley, Mar- tl " repaired tl ine rl | Lad 
» " , OVS Vg 
garet M. Diamond, Anna Het- y] — ale I 7 © oem menor 
f ; : I think we should have a Christ- the clothing. To provide for food ex- 
ferman, James A. Bailey, Mary \ 4 
¢€ Horgan, Mary Ellen McBride , mas toast,” Don said tras and money to work with, we held 
© "ei ; Donohue Weaker F. -) “Ta, that would be good,” Karl said. = &@ rummage sale. Our feet nearly troze 
7 6-Babs Bien Stanton bike Gal: ) Emma brought their best wine glas- and our noses were red as cherries as 
f livan, Owen Corcoran, Elizabeth ses. Don poured the sparkling liquid. we stood before our stand in front of 
4 Finley, Ermenio Bianchi, John \ Sterling raised his glass. “Frohliche the store owned by one of the Dads 
Patrick Taaffe, Anna Rose >» Weinachten. ... but every minute was a joy when 
\ O'Reilly, Helen T. O'Reilly, f Karl raised his glass. “Froh... we considered the happiness our ef 
Dorothy C. Brausen, Gilbert y Merry Christmas, mv bov.” forts would bring. Too, working to 


f{ Brausen, Mrs. Anita Wiltz, Mrs They emptied their glasses. “I still gether, we boys and. girls shared 
4 Burton H. Barrett, Anna Russo N do not understand.” Karl said. “why many an evening of real enjoyment! 


r Thomas Brown, Sister M. Ber- vou should do all this for us.” Yes, the magic is still there .. . along 
\ nice Hurley, Sister M. Pauline f “I just didn’t want to see you people — With the true Christmas spirit . . . it’s 
» Kazienko, John Ruffi, John y sent back to Europe,” he said. But the challenge of that first Blessed Eve 


4 Beatty, Delia Wallace, ‘oo N Karl noticed Don and Katrina were «++ the challenge of doing for others! t 
Hyland, Alfred Docteur, Mrs. p talking to each other with their eyes. 

Alfred Docteur, Stephen Lau- K “ : 
5 arl put his arm around Emma's 

rence, Mrs. Stephen Laurence, — 

\ shoulder, “Come, mama, ve go out in 
y the kitchen. I help you with the 
dishes...” t 


Teresa Buxkemper, John A. 
A Shea, Mrs. Mary A. Vaughn, 
Renee King, Mrs. Ann Peseno, 
Mrs. Anna Ketterer, Adam 
( Eiberger, Charles Godby, Lena 
Godby, Joseph B. Sharpe, 
A Thomas Boland, Mrs. Mary 
Ford, Henry Shields, Mrs. Jean 
McGrath, Mrs. Marian Martin, 
Christopher Kelly, Elizabeth 
Kelly, Margaret A. Faherty, 
James Aderholdt, F. W. Ru- 
dolph, Margaret Colloton, James 


\ 
f 
( E. Mahoney, Francis P. Reyn- 
f 





MR. OUTDOORS 
(From page 23) lives. (And we were 
happy.) It’s a disgrace, when accord- 
ing to many authorities, three-quar- 
ters of the world still goes to bed 
hungry. 

Okay, we can't take gifts over to 
India or even to Ireland. But there 
are a lot of poor people right in our 


olds, James McQuillan, Fred- own communities—old age pension- 


rick Kirckhoff, Arthur F. J. ers, widows, orphans, low-income 

Remy, Margaret Munes, Mary wage-earners out of work. Why can't 

Wafer, Mrs. Elizabeth Jevens, we give to them? Money, clothes, a intel ane] | may be one 
hamper of food—whatever seems most 
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needed. 


( Mary A. Roberts, M. Lefebvre 
I've proposed this in private be- 


d 


¢ 


SOF SOU SOI SOS 


VF SOOO SOOT 





382-Cbhe Lani - Hat act MAy BE ONE 





Significant not superficial a beautiful gold leaf certificate and a picture of St. Francis 


embracing the crucified Christ beautifully printed in four colors and enclosed in a 


gold stamped maroon double folder that has the soft-like feeling of kid leather 
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GRAYMOOR 
urvatorial Society 

An ideal way in which to help your beloved dead is by enrolling them in the Gray- 
moor Purgatorial Society. The living may also be enrolled and participate in the 
spiritual benefits during life and after death. These benefits are: Remembrance in 


3,000 masses offered yearly for the Purgatorial members and a remembrance 
in 30,000 other masses, also in the prayers and the spiritual work of the Friars 


PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. Grayvmoor. Garrison. New York Full payment $ Partial payment $ - 
Dear Father: Enclosed please find enrollment as I have indicated below: 
Living 
Single membership $5.00 Deceased Family membership—Living and Deceased—$25.00 
Send to Enrolled by om —— 
Street 5 Street 
City Zone State 


City Zone State 
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Sponsored by the GRAYMOOR FRIARS, GARRISON, N. Y. 





